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Honournble Helen Johmns
Minister of Agriculture and Food
11® Floor, 77 Grenville Strest
Taranto, Catario
M35 1B3

July 22, 2003
Dezr Minister;

| am writing vou today to raise an issue | have raised on countless occasions with yourself and your
predecessors; the very serious issue of your Ministry insisting on the use of “contract” employees for
Cmtario’s meat inspection program.  The difficulties with this practice are many and have been pomted out
to your government repeatedly,

Tumover rates are of extreme concern. [n the past month at least six of these intpectors have resigned from
©MAF. This is higher than 30% and completely unacceptable. When our Ministry spends a great deal of
time and resources training mspectors it ic foolhardy to meat them like second class emplovees, only 10 be
seooped up by either CFIA or the private sector, This has the potential to seriously compromise food
safety.

In 2001, in response to the Provincial Avditor's Repant your own Minisry responded that, “the ssccess af
the food safeny system i highly dependent on recriltment, retention and training of staff”  Thanks o
your sovernment’s ideological obsession with privatization and contracting out of essential government
services, this success scems elusive at best

It is my understanding that you met with represematives of the contract meat inspectors in January of this
vear. You referred them to Dr. Baker, who has vet 1o follow up on any of their recommendations and

suggestions. Given the increasing aniention 10 food safety issues and concerns, do you not think it time for
vour Ministry 1o reconsider its wreatment of arguably its most important employees?

Minister, | look forward to your timely response,
Smncesely,
Steve Peters MPP

Ce: Ontaro Contract meat Inspectors Group
Leah Casselman



