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A bulletin for
members in the
Ontario Public
Service

Moment of silence to honour
workers Killed in helicopter crash

At 2:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6,
staff acrossthe Ontario Public
Servicewill hold amoment of
slencetoreflect on the deaths of
four MNR employees.

Walter Ceolin, Bruce Stubbsand
Chantelle Walkey were OPSEU
membersand Michael Maguirewas
amanager.

Thefour were conducting moose
surveysnorth of Sault Ste. Marie
whenther helicopter went down.

OPSEU appreciatesthis
opportunity to pay tributeto
colleagueswholost their livesinthe
courseof providing servicestothe
public of Ontario, said President

L eah Casselman.

“1 am pleased that the
government redlizesthat these
deaths have animpact beyond the
Ministry of Natural Resources
wherethefour worked.

“ Asaunionweextend our

Tribute on web

The OPSEU website has
photosof the memberswho died
intheaccident, dongwith
recollectionsfrom their co-
workers.

It'sat http://www.opseu.org/
noticesmnr2.htm.

sympathiesto thefamily and friends
of thefour whodied. Andasa
unionwewill fight to enhancethe
safety of al workers,” shesaid.

“Let ustakethe opportunity on
Thursday, when the moment of
slencestarts to remember those
wehavelost.

“But let usalso commit oursalves
to do our utmost to make surethat
public servicein Ontario never again
requiresthe ultimate sacrificefrom
our members,” Casselman said.

“1 know the MNR hasaproud
record of safety, and wewill work
withthemtofind out how thisflight
went sotragically wrong.”

Casseiman points to double standard
Letter to the editor: Toronto Sar, Globe and Mail, Sun and National Post

| am struck by thedouble
standard when peoplediein public
sarvice.

For example, when apolice
officeriskilled, itisfront pagenews
for severd days, but when four
public servantsdieintheinterests of
conserving our natural resources,
they rate afew paragraphs, once.

By further example, for the
police, flagsareat half mast across
the province. For the others, the
flagswerelowered only at officesof
theMinistry of Natural Resources
andtheir union.

For therecord, four fellow
citizensdiedinthe courseof their
work on Jan. 21. They were
counting moosefor theMinistry of
Natural Resourcesnorth of Sault
Ste. Mariewhen their helicopter
crashed.

Welost Walter Ceolin, a
conservation officer, two resource
technicians, Bruce Stubbsand
Chantelle Walkey and amanager,
Michael Maguire, thehelicopter
pilat.

Whereisthepublic outrage at
their deaths? Whereisthe public

respect for their sacrifice? Whereis
the public honour that istheir due?

Thereare many dangerousjobs
inthepublic service, and many
morethan policeofficersserveus
and protect us.

It takesnothing away fromthe
valued and important work of the
policeto a sorecognizethe
importanceof all theother people
who work on our behalf. The
standard should bethe same.

L eah Cassdlman,
President

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything.



