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A strike doesn’t change 
our professionalism 

“You can’t complain about the consequences when you generate the consequence yourself.”  
Justice Winkler, speaking to management with regards to moving inmates to court 

One of the things that OPSEU 
members can be most proud of 
is the professional, caring and 
compassionate way that we do 
our jobs. This strike has not 
changed that. Where we have 
essential service workers, those 
members make it their priority 
to look after the people they 
need to look after. The 
paperwork might be 
disregarded, but the people in 
our care never are. 

Yet anyone reading a recent 
government press release thinks 
that people who live at 
Southwestern Regional Centre 
are being allowed to lie in 
waste, on the verge of having to 
wear dirty clothing. It is simply 
appalling that David Tsubouchi 
would approve a press release 
stating that staff would allow a 
resident to lie in dirty clothing. 
This was never the case and, 
frankly, the comments are 
libelous. 

The laundry workers at 
Southwestern Regional Centre 
did refuse to wash all of the 
clothing. However, laundry 
workers notified areas to call the 

laundry if they were running out 
of clothing and their clothing 
would be washed. There was 
never a risk of the vulnerable 
people staying at Southwestern 
Regional Centre being 
neglected. 

We question if Mr. 
Tsubouchi has ever seen the 
inside of one of these facilities. 
Somehow, we doubt it. We also 
question if Tsubouchi knows 
anything about the people who 
live there, or the people who 
work there. The staff at 
Southwestern Regional Centre 
are advocates. They are 
lobbying this government to 
keep the facility open in order to 
ensure the continued care of 
those living there.  

We wonder if Mr. Tsubouchi 
even knows where 
Southwestern Regional Centre 
is. We also wonder if Mr. 
Tsubouchi has the courage to go 
to the facility, stare straight into 
the eyes of the caring and 
committed people who work 
there, and tell them to their 
faces what he dared to put in a 
press release. 

David Tsubouchi should be 
ashamed of himself. But it 
seems that shame is not an 
emotion allowed in the current 
Ontario government. 

Thank you, 
thank you, 
thank you 

 
We continue to receive  
e-mails, phone calls and faxes 
of support. It means a lot to us. 
We also continue to receive 
amazing stories about 
members doing amazing 
things.  

Your perseverance is what 
matters. You have 
implemented Phase One of the 
inside strategy to a tee – and it 
worked. We know that many 
of you rose above and beyond 
the call of duty, and you all 
need to be applauded. Thank 
you for that. 
Be ready for Phase Two, 
coming to you next week! 
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You can contact the Central Team directly at (416) 815-1406, by fax 
at (416) 815-1412 or by e-mail at centralteam@opseu.org.  
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How to contact your team members 

Marg Simmons  
L. 263  
Chair  
(416) 815-1406   
 
Mark Kotanen  
L. 128  
Vice-chair 
(519) 336-6926 
(after hours) 
mkotanen@tct.net 
 
Jeff Bendig  
L. 434 
(613) 364-7580  
(after hours) 
jeffbendig@hotmail.com 
 
Teri Breau-Auzins  
L. 506 
(416) 721-2767  
(after hours) 
teriauzins@rogers.com 
 
Joseph Catroppa  
L. 736 
(807) 628-5147  
(after hours) 
jncat@tbaytel.net 
 
Laurie Chapman  
L. 323 
(705) 323-8172  
(after hours) 
lchapman@bconnex.net 

Michel Chaumont  
L. 623 
(705) 698-0567 
(after hours) 
chaumont@attcanada.net 
 
Darwin Lacelle  
L. 447 
(416) 815-1406 
dmlacell@nrtco.net 
 
Steve Nield  
L. 123 
(519) 383-5643  
(after hours) 
 
Sandra Noad  
L. 101 
(519) 657-9518 (weekends) 
sanoad@rogers.com 
 
James Roland  
L. 720 
(807) 345-4609  
(after hours) 
jimrol@hotmail.com 
 
Serge Valcourt  
L. 634 
(705) 497-4393  
(after hours) 
opseu.634@sympatico.ca 
 
Peter Wall  
L. 638 
(416) 815-1406 

The Real Deal is 
your only accurate 
source of Central 
Team information 
during this round 
of bargaining. If 
you don’t read it 
here, you can't be 
sure it's true. Don’t 
rely on gossip and 
rumours. We will 
provide the facts. 
 

The Real Deal will be 
available by fax, by e-
mail, and on the 
OPSEU web site at 
www.opseu.org. To 
receive it directly, send 
your secure fax number 
to Lesley Williams at 
(416) 443-1762 or send 
your e-mail address to 
lwilliams@opseu.org. 


