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One successful search

Membersof Local 126 took
downther lineMarch 14 whena
senior manager cameout and saida
resident of the Southwestern
Regiond Centrewasmissng.

Thefacility caledthe police, and
apicket captain met with thepolice
andfacility managemen.

They immediately collapsed the
lineand everyone searched for the
missing resdent, whofortunately
wasfound andissafe.

The senior manager, Terry Monk,
expressed how impressed hewas
withthestrikers responseand their
professiona behaviour.

What elsedid they expect from
professiond public servants?

AcrossOntariothesearchfor a
new collectiveagreement isgoing
moredowly.

Still noreturntothebargaining
table, but it shouldn’t betoo much
longer. Our strikeishaving an
impact in many different ways, and

Mea culpa

Wednesday’s Globeand Mail
reported that essential service
workerswould be paid 30 per
cent ontop of regular pay to
balancetheincreased dues. This
iIswrong. | gavethe Globe
inaccurateinformation. |
apologizeto everyone affected.

— Katie FitzRandolph,
OPSEU communications

inthelast few daysother people
have started to speak out.

TheOntario Association of
Chiefsof Police hasissued apress
releasesaying thecrimind justice
gysemis“inashambles.” They
urged the government to get back
to thetableand bargain acontract.

Thehead psychiatrist at Whitby
Mental Health Centresaid hecan't
run proper programsfor his patients
with 80 per cent of hisstaff onthe
picket lines. He saysthat the strike
ishurting hispatientsand hewants
our membersback helping them.

You can help movethesearch
for acontract forward. Call your
MPP. Cal MikeHarris. Call Dave
Tsubouchi.

Mike: 416-325-1941

Dave: 416-327-2333

Passthe message on to your
family and friends. Letsget those
phonelineshumming.

Barb Coombs

OPSEU lost avalued member
Monday with the death of Barb
Coombs, past president of Local
713. Before her recent retirement,
Barbwasastawart intheMinistry
of Natural Resources. She served
onthefirgt Office Administration
bargaining team, and wasamember
of OPSEU’ sExecutive Board.

Serviceswill beheld Friday at
theHarbourview Funeral Centrein
Thunder Bay.

Words
of support
Admiration

It takes courageto stand up to
the Tory bullies, and striking
OPSEU workers have had to show
that couragetimeandtimeagain, as
cutbacks, privati zation and erosion
of workers' rightshave made
workinginthe public sector nothing
short of heartbreaking....

Themen and women acrossthe
provincewho arewalking those
OPSEU picket linesare standing up
foral of us.

Whenyour employer istheTory
government, you' reup against the
king (maybe queen?) of worker-
hostile behaviour and you haveto
betough. OPSEU workers, you
haveour admiration and our
support.

—Mary Howes, president,
United Steelworkers of America
Local 1998 (U of T admin and
technical staff)

Critical struggle

Thisisanimportant struggle
faced not only by theseworkers,
but acritical oneasofor every
citizenwho caresabout this
province.

—Wayne Samuel son, president,
Ontario Federation of Labour

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything. 1



The news from everywhere

Highway safety

Last week OPSEU pulled the
insgdedtrikersat four truck
ingpection gations. Theemployer
wasddiberately by-passngthe
dispute settlement processand
goingdirectly totheLabour Board
withitsessentid servicecomplaints.

Theboard hammered the
employer for this.

“Enforcement Officersare
sticking to their guns. We are not
goingtobebulliedinto abusiness
asusual strike,” reportsLoca 140's
Tom Grimes.

“Our work isessential because
our presence on thehighways
reducesdanger tolife, healthand
safety.” Inddestrikerssay they can
comply withtheessentia service
agreement if they dedl with
immediateriskstothetraveling
public. They are*advisng”
commercia driversto correct
unsafedtuations,” Tomsaid.

Another dumb

manager

A lone picketer from Local 546
was standing outside 201 City
CentreDrive. Shewasby hersalf,
holding asignand not impeding
traffic or membersof thepublic.

A manager approached and gave
her acard which said that she
would berequired to negotiatea
picket line protocol!

Too true

Cathy Egerter, anursein Local
252 found thisin afortune cookie:
“Youareinterestedin public
savice”

New contest: Writeasuitable
cookiefortunefor MikeHarrisor
oneof hiswould-be successors.
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Use briguettes!

Gord Towill of Local 706
suggestsNorth Bay strikersshould
use charcoal briquettesasburn
barrel fuel, withmesh over topasa
spark arrestor. “ Usethem as
cookingfires! That'swhat weare
usingin Thunder Bay. We havethe
sameby-law.”

Not so informative

A number of government
websitesare not working too well
because of our strike. That’sgood.
WEe rehaving animpact.

Themadfunctioningworksitesal
refer peopleto another sitewith
government strike propaganda.
That’snot so good.

Principled stand

LindaMacKenzie-Nicholas,
president of the Northumberland
L abour Council, hasissued apress
release of support.

“Weneed quality public services
and theresourcesto havethese
servicesprovided within
Northumberland County. The
provincia government hassold and
continuesto sall off our services.
Theprovincid government has
reduced job security, job quality
and wagesfor public employees
whileincreasingworkloadsand
decreasing safety. TheWakerton
Disaster isaprimeexampleof the
impact that cutsto our public
serviceshave created.

“After yearsof cuts, lay-offs, and
privatization, itisnow clear that we
must rebuild our Public services.

“Sowestandin solidarity with
thestriking OPSEU workersand
their principled stand to restore
what hasbeen ripped away from
our communitiesinNorthumberland.”

You broke
my heart

(to the tune of Slver Threads
& Golden Needle)
by Rachel Hill —Local 711

Silver threadsand golden needles

Can’'t mendthisheart of mine

| need morethan an empty offer

Todothejobl didsofine

You can’t buy my pridewith head
games

Causel never wasthat kind

Silver threadsand golden needles

Can’'t mendthisheart of mine

| don’t want your lousy contract
With atear on every page

All I want isthedeal you promised
Beforethenexticeage

And you think we should be happy
Withal.95raise

Andforget thecost of living

That don’'t matter nonethesedays.

Chorus. Silver threadsand golden
needles...

our stand
applauded

OnMarch 12, | went to a90th
birthday party for aremarkable
woman. She has been amember of
the Communist Party of Canada
sincethe 1930sand takenpartin
marches and demonstrations about
Vietnam, theMiddle Eat, etc.

At thecloseof the party
everyonejoinedinsinging Solidarity
Forever. Shetalked of MikeHarris
and said she never expected to see
agovernment try to union bust. Our
strike came up and everyone
applauded our stand.

Thiswasuplifting.

— Nancy Tobis, Local 521



Confidential files shocker

Striking membersat Whitby
Mental Health Centrehave
discovered thousandsof confidential
patient recordsintheir strike
headquarters.

Theboxesof personnel and
patient recordswere abandonedin
thebuildingthey areleasingfroma
privatelandowner.

Itispart of theformer Whitby
Psychiatric Hospita site, soldin

soon shelearned of the matter.

“Onceagain, thisgovernment has
shown it doesnot care onebit
about public safety or security,” said
OPSEU President Leah Casselman
at apressconferencewith Gates
and NDP Labour Critic, Peter
Kormos.

“It'sdisturbing that these
confidential recordscould beleft
lying around when thegovernment

of Ontariansonceagain.”

“Menta health and personnel
recordsareextremely private,” said
Gates. “ Thisisnot thefault of the
hospita administration but of the
Conservative government that has
alowed thisto happen.”

Thegovernment’srepeated
privacy breachesincludetherelease
of confidential bank account
information from the Province of

1996 by the Ontario Realty sellsaproperty to aprivate Ontario SavingsOfficetoapolling
Corporétion. landlord,” sheadded. Thefiles firm.

Local 331 President Joan Gates ~ contained enoughinformationfor OPSEU representsworkers at
immediately notified thehospitd criminasor terroriststo createa Ontario’smentd hedthinditutions
administration and the Ontario faseidentity. “The Consarvative operated by theMinistry of Health
Privacy Commissioner’sofficeas government hasviolatedtheprivacy ~ and Long Term Care.

No filming today: we're on strike Making the OPS

Local 568 Picket CaptainSean  568ersfrom the OPSEU Pension a better place
Fraser tellsof shuttingdownaTV Trust, who gave persond timeto AMAPCEO President Gary
film shoot Wednesday morning. help keep the Foundation closed. Ganagehasencouraged his

“Morethan 70 brothersand
sisterspicketed the Ontario
Heritage Foundationfor thefirst
timeinthe2002 strike.”

With strong support fromlocas
514 and 527, L ocal 568 managed
to completely closetheir home
worksiteat 10 Adelaide Street East
for aimost 3¥2hours. A television
film shoot, scheduled to start there
at 7am., wasdelayed for the
morning, forcing theproduction
company to rel ocate aportion of
thefilming to another steand hitting
theemployer whereit countsmost —
the pocketbook.

“Wewould liketo thank the
solidarity shownby IATSE Loca
873 whose members honoured our
picket line. Whileonly 23 members
of Local 568 areon strike, striking
membersfromtheHeritage
Foundationwerejoined by fellow

Thanksto all who bravedthe
inclement weather and madethe
day asuccess.

Onceagain OPSEU members

demonstrated that until the employer
returnsto thebargaining tablewitha

real contract offer, we can and will,
shut them down wherever we
choose, for aslong aswe choose.
Swimming on
the job
AliciaCzekierdaof Local 104
saysaworkplaceinspection March
18 turned up astrikebreaker
deeping onacouch. Otherswere
reading magazines, browsing the
internet or swvimminginthepool.
No work was happening.
“Management complained that
we had aspending freeze but these
scabswereallowed to do nothing.”

membersto support our strike.

Examplesof such support include
walking on OPSEU picket lines
before or after normal working
hoursor during bresks, providing
refreshmentsto pickets, wearing
OPSEU buttons, respecting picket
line protocol sand communicating
your viewsto senior OPS
management and M PPs.

“I will personally bewalkingon
the OPSEU picket lineonadaily
bassand | encouragedl AMAPCEO
membersto do likewise. OPSEU
members supported AMAPCEO
during our negotiationswiththe
Employer anditisonly right that we
show the same support inreturn.

“By supporting each other
throughthesetrying times, wewill dl
emerge stronge, thereby making the
OPSabetter placeinwhichto
work.”



Coming events — events to come to!

Thursday, March 21

Everywhere—It'sthe
Internationa Day for the Elimination
of Racid Discrimination.

Seethe statement on the OPSEU
website, and think of waysto
combat racid discriminationthrough
our work, our strike, our lives.

Friday, March 22

Dryden —Noonrally and
barbecue at the Government
building. Theplaceto beisthe
Subway entranceto the OGB. Call
thestrikeHQ at 221-2180for
moredetails.

Sault Ste. Marie—Rally.
Check theregiond officefor details.

Saturday, March 23
Toronto—Super giantrally,
gathering and protest at the Tory
L eader ship Convention.
Thisisoneto remember
Walkerton, thekilling of Dudley
George, the OPSdestruction,
welfarecuts, health care
restructuring, education cutsand dl
your other favourite crimesof the
last sevenyears.

It includes:

11 a.m. - OPSEU
gathering and march

noon - Rally with the
Ontario Federation of
Labour

2:30 p.m. - Solidarity
picket at the Peel
Southwest Region Water
Plant.

All thisand abustrip too!

Contact your regiond officeor
your Executive Board Membersto
get onthebusestotell the Tories

4

what you think of themand their
policies.

If you can’'t makeit to Toronto,
check with your regional officefor
flyersto hand out at Tory
L eadership voting stations. It should
beinregiona offices Thursday.

Monday — March 25

AcrossOntario—A province-
wide Day of Actioninsupport of
workersinthe Ontario court
system.

“Beneath theregal facade of the
Ontario court systemisashaky
foundation built on thetired backs
of some of the most oppressed
workersinthe Ontario Public
Service,” said President Leah
Casselman.

“OnMonday, wewill beputting
their casebeforethe publicin every
part of theprovince.”

Ontario’s 2,500 court workers
include court clerks, counter clerks,
court reporters, court service
officers, tria coordinators, judges
secretaries, and many others. Over
90 per cent arewomen; over 50
per cent are contract workerswith
no benefits, no pensions, and nojob
security except their short-term
contracts. Eighty-eight per cent of
court reporterswork on short-term
contracts.

“Itisironicthat theworkerswho
are deemed to be 100 per cent
essential to thework of the
province, eveninastrikesituation,
aretheleast likely to have
permanent jobs,” said Casselman.

The Toronto focus of Court
ActionDay in Torontowill beat
361 University Ave. startingat 8
am.

Tuesday — March 26
Toronto—TheDrum-upisa
multicultura/community of colour
rally in support of astrong public
service, organized by theOntario
Coditionof Black TradeUnionigts
and the Asian Canadian L abour
Alliance, and endorsed by NAC
and other community groups. Join
theLion Dancers, Asan Women
Drummers, and other community
activistsaswe drum up support for
public services, fromour drinking
water to our correctiona system.

Noon to 1:30 p.m., at the
OPSEU Picket Line at 900
Bay Street (at Wellesley)
Bring drums, water buckets, pots
and pans, or whatever isyour
favouritenoisemaker.

From ON THE LINE - Local 727
in Dryden - this thought: With
each day on the line, we're
one day closer to the end of
the strike.

New resources
to win the strike

Regiond officeshaveathree-fold
leaflet about rebuilding public
services. Therewere 40,000 of
them printed. Get some and hand
them out onthe picket lines.

A revised versonwill beonthe
website Thursday in pdf format.
Print it off locally and hand it out.

Andthere’'sanew one-pageflat
piecethat can beeither apicket-line
hand-out or anewspaper ad, if you
want to pay for spaceinyour local

paper.



