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Inside ‘strike’
Is working well

“I havebeenfaithfully wearing
thegreat T-shirtstowork asl’m
essential and for onceinmy life, I'm
not upset that everyonewantsto
stare at my chest —men and women
dike” emalsLiseRid fromthe
Crown Attorney’s Officein
Hamilton.

“But | particularly liketheback. |
think it'simportant for everyoneto
remember that we'real On Strike
and not just those onthe outside. |
think theingdeorganizationthis
timeisvery important.

“Last time, theessentid services
didn’'t redly fed that they were part
of thestrike. Wefeltimpotent. This
time, aswe veimproved our
tactics, weactualy fed more
involved. We do have animportant
part to play. May theforce bewith
everyone!”

All kindsof wonderful thingsare
happening. We havereportsfrom
26 courthouses.

A judgeat the 311 Jarviscourtin
Toronto refused to go into court
with afee-for-service court
reporter, being used to supplement
the essentia servicescomplement.

Counter clerksin Family Law at
393 University Ave. in Toronto
refused to accept any documents
except time-sendtiveonesor on
sendtiveissuessuch asrestraining
ordersor child protection.

All of thisisthesubject of a
court hearing. Advicefromthe
union saysto holdthelineonthe
ingde. Thestrikeisworkingwell
and has prompted alot of Labour
Board applications, where OPSEU
lawyersarefighting for your rights.

You have rights as

an inside striker.

* If youfedl youarebeing harassed
or intimidated for your union
activity, fileagrievance under the
Collective Agreement. Under
CECBA, itisnot businessas
usual. Continueto do essential
dutiesonly.

* You should not bedisciplined for
doing only essentia duties.

* If you areacontract staffer, you
should not loseyour contract
because of your involvementin
thedtrike.

» Work at anormal pace. You
don’t havetowork twiceas
hard. Thereisastrikeon.

» Keep wearing thet-shirts. We
knew fromthe start thiswould
requirecrestivity. Whereone
door closes, another door opens.

Big board win!
The Labour Board hasruled that

worksitereps must have accessto

our insdestrikelocationsand

anywherewenormally work.
It'syour right. Useit.

Support

Courageous stand

| want to convey toyou, on
behaf of the 20,000 members of
NAPE, our support for your
courageousstand against such a
militant anti-union employer.

— Tom Hanlon, president,
Newfoundland and Labrador
Association of Public and Private
Employees

Outrageous

TheHarrisgovernment’spaltry
wage offer and concession
demandsare both provocative and
insulting to your members. Itis
outrageousthat thisgovernment
wantstoroll back provisionslike
benefits, pensionimprovements,
hiring and promotional procedures,
andrightsof casual employeesthat
have been hard-fought for in
previousroundsof bargaining.

— George Heyman, president,
B.C. Government and Service
Employees’ Union

A strong voice

OPSEU hasbeen oneof the
foremost advocates of animproved
and expanded Ontario public
service. Your strong voice on behaf
of your members has benefitted
many workersinyour ownunionas
well asall working peopleacross
theprovince.

Ken Georgetti, president,
Canadian Labour Congress

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything.



The news from everywhere

Sanity prevails

North Bay can haveitsfire
barrelsafter al. Staff Rep Gord
Hamilton hasnegotiated a
compromisewiththefirechief.

Barrelsmust becovered witha
grill. They must haveapot with
water or something elseontheqrill.
They must be put completely out at
theclose of each picket line.

Each stemust haveafive-galon
container of water to dousethefire,

if necessary.

It's the
Taj Mahal

Local 225 President Gerry Hope
reportsastrike HQ extroardinaire.

Landlord Ron Levoy, Owner of
Walkerton Graphicsand founding
member of the Concerned
Walkerton Citizens, ischarging $20
aday for spacenext to hisprint
shop. And he’sprovided useof a
photocopier, fax machine, TV,
VCR, overhead projector, four
desksand officechairs, office
suppliesand foldout sofa.

“Leahtold meon Saturday it's
the best Strike H.Q. she had seen.”
saysGerry. “Whereelsebutin
Wakertonwill youever findthis
kind of community support for
public serviceemployeeson strike!”

TWO errors

Intheinterest of accuracy, the
person nominated asdummy of the
week by Claire Rowett isawoman,
not aman, and amanagement
employee, not amanager.

Andtheliquor temptation came
not at the Chatham Jail but at the
Ministry of Natural Resources
Whestley Fish Hatchery.

Hold the line

Congratulationsonastrong
strike! Hold theline, and givethe
Toriesarunfor their money. There
isalot of support out herefor you.
| wasapicket captaininthelast
strike, with Local 520. | lost my job
inthe OPS shortly after. | amvery
inspired to seethe strong strike vote
andthestrong first few days.

| hopeyou canwinagood
contract for everybody, and |
especially hopeyou make progress
for theunclassified, which | wasfor
amost Sx years.

| also hopeyou are ableto beat
back the privati zation agendaand
defend our public services.

I’ll bejoining youon March 23
at the protest. | visited the picket
lineslast week onmy lunch break
and hopetodo so again.

Insolidarity,

PhyllisWaugh

Proper hell

From Local 103 retireelan
Seddon, apicket linetae:

My sonwas apassenger inacar
driven by afriend of his, whose
Mother isamanager intheMinistry
of Healthin London.

They weredriving past Loca
112'spicket lineat London’'s
Children’sPsychiatric Rehahilitation
Centreand hisfriend called out,
“Suckersl” My songavehim
proper hell for displayingsucha
bigoted attitude toward honest and
committed public servantswho are
doingtheonly thingthey canto get
acrossamessagetotheHarris
government about fairnessand
respect for Ontario’spublic
servants.

| felt really good about hisstory!

Burn those

wires

You' remesting thepubliconthe
picket lines—citizens, businesses,
deliveries, couriers, etc.

Suggest that they call their MPPs
offices(even givethemthe phone
numbers) —and tell MPPsto get
their sideback tothetable.

We want to beworking because
we are serious about our jobsand
care about thewelfare of the public.

Verse and

worse

Local 102 secretary Heather
McMichael reportsonthe Friday
talent contest. Thisisan excerpt
from amuch longer poemwritten
and read by “The Pylons’ —dressed
in black with orange cone-shaped
hatsand one“car” roller-blading
around thepylons.

Dufferin Ave. proves to be the
spot.

We have the barrel burning piping
hot.

With onefire marshall and three
police men.

Justice for all, we'll fight 'til the
end.

Our pensions and benefits mean a
lot.

So we'll keep pacing in this spot.

| know every crack in this
sidewalk.

I’ ve met new friends, cause all we
doistalk.

| get real bored, but that’s okay,

Cause with any luck, I'll get more
pay.

| think we're done our little poem

Now let’s get a contract and all
go home.



