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It was our fault,
says gov't Iawyer

Charges against
Casselman
dropped

Crimind contempt charges
against OPSEU President Leah
Casselman were stayed Monday
morninginaone-hour hearingin
Newmarket Provincia Court.

Casselmanwascited for
contempt of court Friday after an
inmatefrom the Metro West
Detention Centrefailed to appear.
Whenthejudge asked why the
inmatewas not in court, hewastold
it was because of the OPSEU
grike. So hecited her for contempt.

InMonday’shearing, Chris
Riggs, alawyer for theMinistry of
Correctionstold the court that the
inmate' sdelay wasbecauseof a
management decision at the Metro
West. Hefiled threerulingsfromthe
Ontario Labour RelationsBoard
dedingwith Essentia Services
Agreementsand board ordersto
enforcethem.

Oneof theordersmadeit clear
that the employer had not allowed
essential serviceworkersto enter.

Riggstoldthe court that
supervison of inmateswas
restricted to management staff and
theresourcesof theministry were
stretched to the breaking point.

Leah talks to a reporter on the
cell phone after the court
victory in Newmarket Monday

JudgeAlfred Stong said that the
“dementsinplay” whichhad
prevented the court appearance
now seem to have been addressed
by the appropriate authorities.

“Thecrimind contempt charge
against Leah Casselmanisbased on
information he (thejudgehearing
thecaseFriday) did not haveat his
disposd.... And sincethedecision
not to send theinmatesto court
“did not emanatefrom Leah
Casselman hersdlf,” hestayedthe
proceedings.

Thismeansthechargesare
dropped.

Wear the t-shirts

| nsideworkersshould remember
towear their insgde striket-shirts.
Now morethan ever!

of support
A tough stand

Congratulationsto you and your
membersfor taking sotougha
standinyour negotiations.

Your membershave experienced
disappointment, frustration, and
even anger during bargaining. Inthe
end it will bethe couragethey have
shownintaking astand that will
makeadll thedifference.

Please assure membersthat the
thoughts and best wishes of
ETFO’s65,000 membersarewith
them. Weknow thevita role
OPSEU membersplay in providing
public servicesto the peopleon
Ontario.

— Emily Noble, first vice-
president Elementary Teachers
Federation of Ontario

Incomprehensible!

Likemillionsof citizensof
Ontario, | finditincomprehensible
that thisGovernment continuesits
assault on public serviceworkers
andthecritical programsthey
deliver. At atimewhen magjor
investmentsin public servicesare
desperately needed, theHarris
government haschosento make
mattersworse.

— Steve Hindle, President,
Professional Institute of the
Public Service.

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything.



The news from everywhere

Shake what
your mama
gave ya!

It looked suspicious.

Last Thursday, picketersat
Whitby Mental Hedlth Centre
watched awoman park her car and
walk to asecluded areanear the
lakewith aTim Horton’sdonut box.

When she hid thebox in some
bushes, Local 331 picket captain
Tom Lawrence sent two picketsto
investigate. Inthe box wasaguinea
pigindistress.

“Thewoman had put afew carrot
sticksinthebox for itslast medl,”
said local president Joan Gates.

Membersrecordedthecar’s
licence number and reported it, with
theguineapig, totheHumane
Society of Durham Region. The
guineapig hasbeentreated andis
recovering nicely. At last report, the
Humane Society was contemplating
legd action against thewoman.

Hello? Hel-lo?

ClaireRowett nominatesa
manager aa MTO (Keeleand 401)
asdummy of theweek. Heleft three
messagesfor Local 542 president
BrendaMcCullagh on her wor k
phone. Even though he had her
home number on hiscontact list.

Missing thebasic concept of a
strike, that lad.

Really essential!

Local 635in North Bay reports
many clientswho crossed their lines
being turned away at thedoor by a
rentacop. Management hashired a
rentacop to turn away thesame
clientsthey argued needed our
essentia services.

Flammable

SNoOw?

North Bay City Council has
outlawed burn barrels—and any
other outdoor burning withincity
limits. On Day 3, withaminus 24
wind chill, firetruckswere sent to
dousethebarrels.

Hasthelack of MOE
enforcement officersto monitor
toxicemissonscaused theloca
snow inthecity to become
dangeroudy flammable?

Firefighterswereupset at having
toattend tosuch afrivolouscal.

Prose poem
from North Bay

by an unidentified scribe

In our meager Garden of Eden, a
soletreebrokethechillingwind.
Wrapped in scarves, toquesand
hoods, strikersunveiled their
identitieswithwarm greetings. |
don't think any of ushad ever,
literally, worked so closely together
before.

Stoked, abarrel of fire burned
hot, afew yardsaway from ahefty
woodpile, whilebarrelsof laughsby
strikersstoked morale. Everything
frominsidestriker horn honks,
trangport turn-arounds, megaphone
messages, truck tunesand group
cheersbellowed overwhelming
support for thestrike:

“What doyouwant? A
contract!

When doyouwant it? Now!”

Andinthebackground...

“What doyouwant? A better
contract!

When doyouwant it?
Yesterday!”

Essentially

waste

Local 520 President Ron
Marciniak reportsthat worksite
vistsat 777 Bay Street aregiving
him and Nancy Shepherd an eyeful
of government waste.

It'satypicd officein downtown
Toronto with no essential workers.
Managers, directors, ADMs, senior
management staff of all rank arejust
monitoring picket linesand doing no
work. “ThisGovernment that
purportsto beresponsibleis
anythingbut,” saysRick.

No thank you!

Managersat the Chatham Jail
tried to tempt picketerstherewith
acohoal.

“They came out and offered us
acohol onthepicketline,” reports
Gino Franche.

Theloca declined. They didn’t
want to be set up for abooze-
induced picket lineincident.

Picket line play

Wakingincirclescan get
tiresomeafter awhile, evenif you
changedirection and walk the other
way to keep your leg muscles
evenly exercised. So herearesome
diversons

1. List 20 creative usesfor
doughnuts. FRONT lineswill
publish some of the best entries.

2. Come up withanew word
that describestheway you fed
whenyou arewalking apicket line.
Wewon't accept “ defeeted.”

3. Write new strikewordsfor On
Top of Old Smokey.

4. Designaloca contest with
prizesand everything.



