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Leah to court
in Newmarket Monday

President Lesh Casselmanwill
beinthe Newmarket Courthouse
Monday morningfacingacitation
for contempt of court.

It'ssix yearsto theday fromthe
March 18 protest at Queen’s Park
where OPS strikerswere attacked
by the OPPriot squad.

A Newmarket judge, told Friday
that the strikewasthereason
inmates schedul ed to appear before
him hadn’t arrived, cited the
president.

Shewill berespondingtothe
citation.

“1 also welcomethe opportunity
totak about the problemsfacing
our unclassfied members”
Casselman said. “Morethan half of

the court workersin Newmarket
areliving from contract to contract.
I’'mdelighted to beabletotalk
about justicefor them.”

In other weekend devel opments,
the Ontario Labour Relations
Board found at least one
correctiona facility hadlocked out
itsessentid servicedtaff, inviolation
of an earlier board order and of the
Essentia Service Agreement.

We haveother chargesagainst
management pending.

TheOntario Labour Relations
Board was sitting around the clock
working out problemswith essential
services Agreementsin Corrections
andin ahost of other workplaces
around the province.

support the media effort

WEe' ve had callsabout news
reportsthat focus on money and
storiesthat don’t say everything we
want the publicto know.

You can helptheunion’scentral
communicationteam get the
message across.

1. Letterstotheeditor. Writeto
say you areon strikeover the
pensionissue. You don't want to
betold what to do with your
own money. Say you want to
rebuildthe public service. Talk
about theissuesimportant to
you. Tell your own story. There

isalot of informationonthe
website. It'sfull of factsand
figures. Look at theissue sheets
for startersand ideas.

2. Radio call-in shows. A number
of these havetalked about the
strikeinthelast few daysand
therewill bemore. If you hear
one—andit’'snicetohavea
boom box ontheline—and they
aredagging OPSEU or the
strike, find acell phoneand cdll
in.

Don't let them get away without a
rebuttal.

of support
PSAC backs

our struggle

| am confident that our PSAC
membershipwill support our
OPSEU Sigtersand Brothersin
their current struggleagainst the
Harrisgovernment.

— Gerry Halabecki,

Regional Executive Vice-
President, Ontario for the Public
Service Alliance of Canada
(PSAC)

‘We’'ve seen

the damage’

The MPPsof the NDP Caucus
and | wholeheartedly back your
actionsand your end goal.

| stand withyouready toassistin
any way | canto bolster the spirits
of your membersand sustaintheir
resolvetowin ajust and negotiated
Seitlement.

From our vantage point across
thelegidativefloor fromthe
Consarvatives, and seeing firsthand
thedamagetheir policieshave
created, we shareyour view that
respect and fairnessfor workersis
woefully lacking.

—Howard Hampton, Leader,
Ontario New Democratic Party.

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything.



The news from everywhere

It's the
government'’s
fault

From a statement by Deputy
Judge Robb in Sarnia Small
Claims Court Thursday.

“Wearededingwitha
government that doesnot regard the
government employeesthat work
here aspersonswho require
respectinmy view. Thestaff inthis
courthousethat have been ordered
to be heretoday are part of the
union but arebeing ordered to
crossthepicket line, whichis
uncomfortablefor them. It goes
without saying that it’ sdisruptiveto
everyone....

“Shemay not have been ableto
find the courtroom heretoday
because of thelack of noticethat’s
onthewalls. That'sthe
government’ sfault, not yours, not
mine, not thestaff’s. It'sthe
government’sfault. First of al, they
could have settled thisstrikequite
eadly. It should never have

happened.”
No change

from Stockwell

Labour Minister Chris Stockwell
wasvidgtingloya Toriesat the
Wingham Golf Club Thursday, so
Executive Board Member Bob
Reid and seven Correctional
Officersdecided to picket theclub.

Stockwell and one Tory went in,
but no other guests showed, sothe
picket linewent intoo, and the
discussionturned to the strike.

Inconclusion, Stockwell saidif
heispremier March 23, hewon't
changetheemployer’soffer.

David Starbuck in Sudbury
reports Saturday wasn't much
better for Stockwell. About 100
OPSEU strikersand supporters
picketed all entrancestothe
downtown Sudbury Ramadalnn
where Stockwel | was appearing for
aleadership event. Fewer than 30
peopl e attended that party.

When in doubt
— picket

ChrisMoore, President of Local
554 at Reena Foundation spent
sometimeonaMinistry of
Trangportation picket linerecently.
Hewasthere but therewasn’t any
line, sorather thanleaveheand
some of hismembers set oneup.

They stopped ddlivery trucks,
and enforced a 15-minute protocol .
That’ stangible support from one of
our Broader Public Serviceunits.

No dish washing

From Day 1, food service
workersat HuroniaRegiona Centre
took the position that washing the
disheswasnot part of their essential
servicework.

Somanagerswerewashing all
thedishesafter each meal to get
ready for thenext one. The
employer took thisdisputetothe
L abour Board.

And theboard agreed withthe
food serviceworkers. Inaruling
Saturday, it said that preparing the
food was essentia, and washing the
potsand panswasessential, but the
plates, bowls, cutlery, cupsand so
onwere management’ swork.

Hopethey don’t blow too much
on rubber glovesfor theHuronia
managers. Thanksto Dave Chew
for thistidhbit.

Enviroment.

But the union makesusstrong.

solidarity forever

Hereisthefirst verseof thetraditional labour anthem, Solidarity
Forever, with anew second verse.

It waswitten by Takanyaand OrianaMarsh (ages 11 and 14),
daughtersof MariusMarsh of Loca 532 withthe Ministry of the

to the tune of the Battle Hymn of the Republic

When the Union’singpiration through theworkers' blood shall run
There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun.

Yet what force on earth isweaker than thefeebl e strength of one

Solidarity forever, solidarity forever,
Solidarity forever, for the union keepsus strong.

Itiswewho servethe public, cleanthewater and theland
Working hard to keep our country beautiful, alive, and grand
We are here out on the picket lineto show how much we care
Negotiate acontract and we'll work whenitisfair!

Solidarity forever, solidarity forever,

Solidarity forever, the union keepsus strong.




