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You sent them
a strong message

Congratulations! Thestrongest
strike mandatein Ontario Public
Servicehistory hasturnedinto the
strongest strikeinour history.

“I’mvery proud of theway our
membershave backed our
bargainingteamthisweek,” said
Marg Simmons, chair of the Central
Bargaining team. “\We vedone
what weneedtodoand I’'m
convinced we |l stay strong.”

Ontheother sideof thetable,
Management Board Chair Dave
Tsubouchi isobvioudy redingfrom
our strength onthe picket linesand
ingdethestruck facilities. All week,
hewasforced to spin aweb of
accusatory deceitinthenewsmedia
ashistaxpayer-paid lawvyerskept
busy lining up casesagainst
OPSEU membersfor aleged
breaches of essentid services
agreements.

Pick 2!

Our web goddessis
swamped withwonderful strike
picturesfrom everywhereand
she'sdoing her best.

Butit'sjust too much!

So here'sthedeal. Pick two
pi ctures—your two best —and
we' |l put themup. Don't force
her to look through 40 shots
and choose. OK? Pick two
winnersandweadl win.

Thebig questionfor Week 1
was. “Where' sMike?’ Ashehas
donethroughout histenureas
Premier, Harrishasmanaged to
Sidestep theturmoil and leavethe
issuesto minionslike Tsubouchi.
(Remember the“late’ Dave
Johnson?)

Withthe Tory leadership vote
scheduled for next week (in
locationsacrossthe province)
Tsubouchi and hisTory colleagues
must be getting just abit anxious.
Polling booths, anyone?

Squash
those

rumours

Picket linesare probably the
best rumour millsintheworld.

You areoutside, with colleagues
inasituation where nobody has
quite enough information. Someone
hearsthetail end of aradio
broadcast and misunderstandsit.
They passitonandit gets
distorted, and beforeyou know it —
another rumour isborn.

Whenthereisnews, youwill get
it here. Youwill getitonthe
OPSEU web page. Youwill get it
through officia union channds.

At themoment, we rerunning an
absolutely super ‘A’ Strike, sowe
caneventudly get aterrific' A
Contract.

Messages
of support

Courage and
determination

Congratul ationsonyour courage
and determinationin standing
together againgt theHarris
government.

Nova Scotia's5,300 civil service
members have beenwithout a
contract for two years. Without the
right to strike, we havefaced a
Tory government thatiswillingto
useevery delay tactic possibleto
have our contract settled by
arbitration. Attimes, it feelslikewe
are powerlesswithout theright to
srike.

—Joan Jessome, president,
Nova Scotia Government and
General Employees Union

Go! OPSEU Go!

Asaformer OPSEU member
(Local 599 then 520) who took a
very active partinthelast strike—|
resigned and moved to Germany so
I’mnolonger employedinthe
OPS, but I’ m kept informed by
email —I just wanted to tell you that
| think you have done afar better
job of presenting your pointsand
getting thekey info out thistime
around! It'samazing. GO OPSEU,
GO!

Congratulations, and good luck
withthestrike.

—David Howe

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything.



The news from everywhere

It's the
government'’s
fault

From a statement by a deputy
judgein Sarnia Small Claims
Court Thursday.

“Wearededingwitha
government that doesnot regard the
government employeesthat work
here aspersonswho require
respectinmy view. Thestaff inthis
courthousethat have been ordered
to be heretoday are part of the
union but arebeing ordered to
crossthepicket line, whichis
uncomfortablefor them. It goes
without saying that it’ sdisruptiveto
everyone....

“Shemay not have been ableto
find the courtroom heretoday
because of thelack of noticethat’s
onthewalls. That'sthe
government’ sfault, not yours, not
mine, not thestaff’s. It'sthe
government’sfault. First of al, they
could have settled thisstrikequite
eadly. It should never have

happened.”
No change

from Stockwell
Labour Minister Chris Stockwell
wasvidgtingloya Toriesat the
Wingham Golf Club Thursday, so
Executive Board Member Bob
Reid and seven Correctional
Officersdecided to picket theclub.
Stockwell and one Tory went in,
but no other guests showed, sothe
picket linewent intoo, and the
discussionturned to the strike.
Inconclusion, Stockwell saidif
heispremier March 23, hewon't
changetheemployer’soffer.

We are strong!

“thisisjennifer a. black of
local 121 goderich ontario
compositelocal wehad a
great first day full support
from all our member ship, we
had good support at the
Registry office, Court House,
both in goderich and Min. of
Ag. Food and Natural
Resour cesin clinton ontario...

“hurray wearestrong!”

Stupid manager

of the week?

A lonepicketer from Local 546
was standing outside 201 City
CentreDrive. Shewasby hersdlf,
holding asignand not impeding
traffic or membersof thepublic.

A manager approached and gave
her acard which said that she
would berequiredto negotiatea
picket lineprotocol!

Local 636 rocks!

L ocal 636 President Tony
Morabito reportsfrom North Bay
Psychiatric Hospitd that linesare
strong and strikersinside and out
arehaving an effect.

Managersare constantly
breaking theessentia service
agreement, hesays. “Weare
regularly catchingthemintheact as
wedo our work sitevisits.”

Four women stopped abread
truck intheearly morning and had
the bread delivered to the picket
line. Theadministrator |ater cameout
personally to pick up the bread.

“What avictory for these
women,” Tony said. “Weset the
standard and we push the buttons
that drive management crazy. Local
636 ROCK S!!!!

Court cancelled

Morenewsfrom Brockville
correspondent Roger Haley. The
would-be strike breakerswho faced
theeight-hour delay from Brian
Burnsin Kemptvillehaven't returned.

OnFriday, Brian and Local 440
President Sharon Phillipseffectively
shut down the courts.

Thepicketsdidn’tdoit, but the
court decided to cancel all remands.

Essentia serviceworkersat the
Brockville Jail had troublepreparing
inmatesfor court; thereweredelays
at thelinegetting theinmatestothe
police; and another linedelayed their
arriva at the courthouse.

“Police, lawyersand judgeswere
all supportiveof the 15 minute delay
Brianaskedfor,” Roger said. The
court caleditaday at 10.30a.m.
Essentially
visible

Executive Board Member John
O’ Brienreportsthat two essential
trangportation officersare scheduled
three daysaweek at provincia
weigh scalesin northwestern
Ontario. Thescalesareclosed and
theonly essentia act thetwo perform
is“beingvishle”

Late sailing

TheWolfeldand Ferry waslate
onitsfirst post-strikerun at 12:20
am.

Local 428 President Kevin
O’ Sheawanted to conduct an
essentia servicesworkste
ingpection, but the manager refused.
Callsup and down the chain of
command produced thedelay while
Kevinheld hisground.

What should havetaken 10
minutestook 35.



