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Who cares about
fishing? Everyone!

OPSEU’sdecisiontofocuson
the opening of thetrout season at
Algonquin Park has attracted more
mediaattention than just about
anything el sewehavedonein
recent weeks.

The prospect of anglersbeing
turned away from aweekend of
recregtion hasdrawn more
coveragethan 10,000 strikerson
thelawn of thelegidaturewhile
ErnieEveswassworninas
premier.

Dan Slater of Local 306 was
featured on CBC Radio’snoon-

Bargaining
continues

Thecorrectionstable hasbeen
meeting withtheemployer and
talking about issues.

Thecentrd tablehhasnot met
since Sunday, when wetabled our
comprehensiveoffer for settlement.

Theactual work at thetable has
taken aconsciousbreak to alow
membersto turn up the heat on
MPPs, and for the team to connect
withmembers.

Despitetheemployer’s
advertising, theoffer currently on
thetableisby no meansacceptable
totheteam.

Whenthemembersget tovote, it
will be on something better.

hour newsand information program
Ontario Today, explaining thework
of OPSEU membersinthepark and
thedangersto visitorsbecausethe
work hasnot been done.

Even“TheFAN,” Toronto’'sal
sportsradio station decided it was
timeto do anitem on labour
relations.

With Ethel Birkett-Lavalley,
secretary-treasurer of the Ontario
Federation of Labour, holdingthe
fort at the east entranceto the park,
and OPSEU First Vice-President/
Treasurer at thewestern gate,
nobody wasgoing inwithout getting
an earful about the strike.

A new lime-green legflet talks
about Algonquin’splacein history as
Ontario’soldest provincia park.

It reminds peoplethat they have
no accessto emergency help during
thestrike, and cell phonesdon’t
work inthevast reaches of the park.

Membersof Local 306include
Conservation Officers, wardens,
canoerangers, park planners,
biologists, support Saff,
mai ntenance staff, and resourceand
compliancemonitoring technicians.

Together, they protect, manage
and sustain the park so tensof
thousands of peoplecan enjoy it
safdy every year. Theopening week-
end of thetrout season aloneusually
attractsabout 10,000 visitors.

April 28 is Labour’s Day of
Mourning for workers killed
and injured on the job.

Hamilton plans a memorial
service at 10:30 a.m. at the
monument to workers killed
or injured on the job. It's at
Bay and Main streets.

Speakers include Mayor
Bob Wade.

Want to reach Ernie?
Here's how:
Ernie@ErnieEves.com

163 First Streeft,
Orangeville, ON L9W 3J8

Phone: 519-941-1255
Toll-Free: 1-866-225-3837

If youaregoingto
Orangevilleto picket Eves
officeor togetinvolvedinthe
campaign, give TimLittleacdl.
That way thelocd campaignwill
know you are coming and can
planfor your participation.

Tim'scdl numberis:

416-540-7003

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything. 1




Pickets visit
Legislature

Premier ErnieEvesmet with his
cabinet Thursday, asstrikers
chanted, banged drumsand
pounded on thelegidature’sdoor.

“Wewon't back down,” they
shouted. Riot policeand mounted
units patrolled asabout 300 pickets
pressed against the east door,
pounding itswindow withtheir figs.

“WEe'retired of thegovernment
not listeningtous,” said Paull
Foster, of Local 527.“They’re
trying to destroy our union.”

Management Board Chair David
Tsubouchi continued to say hewas
waiting for theunionto respondto
agovernment offer, astatement
denied by Region 5 Vice-President
Terry Downey.

“I"'m herewith hundreds of other
OPSEU memberson striketo ask
Ernie Evesto come out and speak
to hisemployeestotell themwhat
heisdoing to speed up bargaining,”
shesaid.

Hamilton area
MPPs get visits

Region 2 MPPswereseeing
OPSEU constituents Wednesday.

Labour Minister Brad Clark met
withtwo local presidents(202's
Joe Perettaand 204’ sEd
McCartan) severad membersand
Hamilton Digtrict Labour Council
President Wayne Marston. Clark
told themthat aslabour minister he
had to be neutra inthedispute.

Tourism Minister Cam Jackson
wasn'tin hisofficewhen about 30
membersvigted, waiting for an
opportunity to seehim.

About 40 strikerssat inat Gary
Carr’sconstituency office. Graham
Ferri of Local 204 reported good
responsefrom passing traffic.
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Stop the
sweet
nothings

Good morning, Mr. Eves:

We have heard nothing but
conciliatory remarksfrom your
office since you assumed power but
have seen no moveto match your
words.

Do you not seethat thistrio
[Wilson, Smeaton, Tsubouchi]
continuesto serioudy disrespect the
peoplewho work for you?

Doyou not seethat if they are
not removed or given specific
ingructionsfromyou, that they will
continueto disrespect uswith their
puny and insulting movesat the
Bargaining Tables?

All of thesweset nothingsyou
havewhisperedinthemedia’sears
will berecognizedfor what they are:
another lineof politica rhetoric.

If youwant to continueto havea
dedicated workforceto keep this
provincerunning smoothly whenthis
isover, youmust seetoit
personally, that the attack onthe
province' sworkers stop now.

Our work stoppage has
been orderly, calm and professiond.

Even you cannot deny that our
quiet strikeisnow affecting more
and more peoplewho
have supported your party inthe
past.

Now isthetimeto mend fences
and to start doing damage
control for thehardshipsMr. Harris
inflicted onall resdentsof this
province.

If that isnot theintent behind
your words, then al | can say isthat
| hopeyou havenot burned all of
your private sector bridges.

—LoraineL. Menard, Local 468

Poor form

Thegovernment’sform letter
factory hasbeenworking overtime,
churning out responsesto OPS
memberswho write about the
progress of the strike.

Seemsit doesn’t much matter
what you writeto Management
Board Chair Dave Tsubouchi, you
get aform response. If you send an
email, you get abunch of
attachmentsgivingyouthe
government’spropagandaline.

It'snot good enough for Mike
Peshko of Local 270.

“1 am disappointed at the
responsesregarding hastening the
end to our labour disruption, and or
any repliesto specia casesor other
inquiries,” hewrote

Most government websiteshave
technical troubles, because OPSEU
membersare off thejob. Instead of
providing citizenswith useful
information, they direct peopleto
WWW.ontari oservicesupdate.com,
which extolsthegovernment offer.

Neither kinder,
nor gentler

Dear Mr. Eves.

New legidationtoalowthesde
of Hydro One: how can anyonebe
surprised?When you don't get your
way through onedoor, you just
changetherulesto dowhat you
want through anewly-installed door
that you build yoursdlf.

What next sr?Will it beagainst
thelaw to have apension after you
sted the OPSEU funds?Will it be
against thelaw of Ontarioto havea
union?When do you stop?

Thisisnot akinder gentler
Ontario under your leadership. Itis
the same Ontario that you helped
MikeHarrisdestroy.

— Ken Mc\Watters, Local 447



Rattling a contractor’'s chains

Loca 725 Atikokan haskept the
contract computer employee out of
Quetico Park, where hecameto set
up thereservation systemfor the
Season.

Loca President TwilaSmitsnuk
told thefellow that thelinewould
not let himinashiswork had a
direct affect onthework of the
picketers.

Hewaited at thelinefor nearly
one hour andthenleft. Twila
followed himasheblew astopsign
and drove away from Atikokan.

Shetried tofollow himwest
towards Fort Frances, but hewas
goingtoofast.

Shereported the high speedsand

thestop signviolationsto the OPP,
Other picket linesshould beon
thelookout for awhite Subaru
Forester wagon, Ontario plate
AJAK 940.
“HeadsUp. Hewasrattled when
heleft here,” reports Twila

Mandatory

redeployment

Managersat the Ministry of
Training, Collegesand Universities
have been offered “ mandatory
redeployment” thisweek according
toaministry source.

They have been offered the
choiceof workingin Provincia
Schoolsor Probation and Parole.

Thunder Bay’'s Magnificent Seven

by Mark Roddick, President,

Local 713

Thunder Bay normally hasmore
than 250 activefirefighters, but for
thelast week, theregion hashad
only seven.

Thoseseven, onthelinesince
April 1, are Steve Pauluzzo, Dave
Tarini, Frank Smale, Dennis
Gilhooly, im Gordon, Cory
Lemieux and Steve Boudreau.

They werecalledinlast week
whenamunicipality asked for help
fighting afire, makingthemthefirst
crew tofight afireunder the ESA.

Sincethen, management has
asked for morefirefightersdaily,
andthe* Magnificent Seven” have
been pushing theenvelopefromthe
insde. They arerefusing non-
emergency work, not getting on
contract helicoptersor loading
them, doing noretrieval or mop-up
work nor any non-emergency tasks,
despitethreatsof disciplineand/or
dismissal.

The* Seven” haveacombined

130field seasons. They werejoined
Monday by flyingfirebossDave
Thomson, adding another 35 years
tothecount.

Eight men,160 years experience,
on one of themost dangerousjobs
inthe OPS, protecting amost a
third of theprovince, treated like
second-classcitizens.

Pickets stall
fire training

FirecrewsinKirkland Lake have
been honouring apicket lineset up
by Local 644.

SinceApril 15, firemanagers
have beentrying to conduct
“mandatory” training for crew
leaders. Thistrainingwasin
contravention of theemergency/
essentia servicesagreement.

SosinceApril 15, apicketline
has been set up at the Swastika
Attack Base. Crew leaderscalledin
for training have honouredtheline
despitethreatsof verbal reprimands
or worse.

New way to
trail(en
ministers

You know you havearrived asa
power incabinet when atraileris
delivered toyour officedoor.

Region4 Vice-Presdent Bob
Eaton saystwo senior cabinet
ministersfrom Eastern Ontario are
getting much more OPSEU than
they had bargained for.

Theunionhasparked large
trallersinfront of the officesof
Public Safety and Security Minister
Bob RuncimaninBrockvilleand
Transportation Minister Norm
Sterlingin Carleton Place.

Thetrallersaredecked with
OPSEU flagsand posters, and
accompanied by the appropriate
portablesanitation outbuildings.

Policewereinitidly
uncooperativein Carleton Place,
but were cooperativein Brockville.

Picketsfrom around theregion
bolstered locd lineswhilethe
trallerswereingtaled. Therewere
morethan 100in Brockvilleaone,
from Cornwall, Kingston, Smiths
Fdlsand Kemptville.

“Thesearepowerful peoplein
cabinet, and wewant to hold them
accountable,” Eaton said. He
reportsgood mediaattentionto the
ingdlaions.

Holiday Inn
picket

Loca 338isgrateful for the
action of AMAPCEO member Jack
Heads, amediator with the Ontario
Renta Housing Tribuna inBarrie.

“Thanksto Jack wewere ableto
formapicket lineat theHoliday Inn
inBarrierather thantheregular on-
Stehearinglocation.”
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It's a boy

Tammy McKdlar, a
Conservation Officerin Loca 603
gavebirthat 12:33am. April 25t0
Nathan Pierce, 7 |bs. 13 oz.

Tammy wasonthepicket lines
until Monday, athough already
morethan 10 daysoverdue. She
ingsted onwalking thelinethrough
blizzards, rain, sun and whatever
elseMother Naturethrew at us,
facing down anyone attempting to
crossher picket linewiththesame
conviction shedisplaysin her patrol
area. Tammy drove 20 mileseach
way to get to the picket linesand
hadn’t missed aday snceMarch
13.

And another

And aso pleasewelcome Cole
Tourond, born April 24toKrista
and Stan of Local 727. Heweighed
51bs. 6 0z.

Missing the

concept

Somemembersof Local 542
crossed thelineon April 22, reports
locd president BrendaMcCullagh.

April 24 was payday ontheline.
After finishing her day intheoffice,
one of the crossers showed up to
collect her strike pay fromthe
previousweek.

“We couldn’t find the cheque,”
said Brenda, “ so thewoman said
shewouldtakeit upwithHR.”

Canadian Tire
again agreeable

Atleast two moreCanadian Tire
locationsarerefusing to sl hunting
andfishinglicencesuntil thestrikeis
over.

They are on Weston Road and at
Keeleand Highway 401 inthe
Toronto area.
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They marked
their stand
in Owen Sound

The LakeHuron Management
Unit, MNR, recordeditsstand on
Tueday.

Membersof Local 224in Owen
Sound painted their footstepson the
pavement.

“Wedidthisinamoveof
solidarity and so that we can be
reminded of thefriendshipsthat we
haveforgedinour fight,” wroteJim
Murphy.

“Itisalsoaway for themanagers
and thosethat crossed thelineto
remember what happened.

“Passthismessageontoall inthe
fight, sothat everywherewemight
travel, wewill seeour fellow
pickets footstepsand remember
thefight and solidarity that
happenend in the Strike of 2002.”

They marked thearea” Strike of
2002. We stood together.”

A spouse who

understands

Fromthe310 PEN, thistale:

Loca 310insidestriker Doreen
Harrishasahusband who worksat
Kennedy House, Local 361. Andy
has been locked out since June 23.

Kennedy House, formerly S.

John’s Training School for boys, isa

young offenders facility in
Uxbridge. Thenew employer wants
to gut the collective agreement to
set anew low standard for young
offender facilitiesacrossthe
province.

Fundamental ssuch asseniority,
health and safety, humanrightsand
grievance procedurearein jeopardy
for Kennedy House memberswho
have been onthelinefor morethan
10 months now.

Making new
friends

by Jeanne Collins

Local 635inNorth Bay has
membersdoing awiderange of
jobsinmany minigries, including
MCSS, MNR and Agricultureand
Food.

Thelinesaredtill very strong and
itisheartwarming to seeeach
person supporting the others,
emotionally aswell asfinancidly.

In our worksite, therearetwo
floors, and each picket team has
peoplefrom different units. We
cross-picket worksitesand have
variety inour schedules.

AnMNR teamispaired up with
ateamfromMCSSand soon. This
alowsinteresting conversationsand
sharing of thedifferencesin
workplaces. TheMCSS staff are
adapting to the great outdoorswith
assistancefromour sistersand
brothersat MNR. New friendships
arebeing madewhichwill surely
continuewhen wereturnto work.

Pub night
in the Soo

The Sault Ste. Marie Provincial
Liberal Associationishostingapub
night to to benefit striking OPSEU
membersMay 1 at the United
Steelworkersof Americahall.

Ticketsare $5 and can be
purchased at 121 Elgin Street or by
caling 949-8177. Therewill be
food, prizesand acash bar.

Keeping count

Local 711in Fort Francesfigures
that Marney Brown haslogged
more than 160 mileson the picket
line



