OPSEU

& Front/ines

April 21-22, 2002

Unionh moves to speed
pace of bargaining

T hisweekend, wegave anaysisof therelative negotiations.

the employer a importance of every issue on Bargaining remains, very
comprehensiveoffer  thetable. much, atwo-way street. “It
for settlement. However, asignificant takes two to tango.”

Thisis an offer that covers move such as this has one Giventhe genuine hardship
al theareasin dispute. maj or impact: felt by many citizens of the

Itisasignificant move, It putsthe ball clearly in province because of the
because if the employer were the centre of the employer’s  strike, that would be atelling
to agree to the union’s court. indictment of the
position, we would be on It forces the government to  government’sinability and/or
our way to anew collective  reveal itshand. If the unwillingnessto servethe
agreement. government chooses to citizensthat elected it.

Negotiations have been respond with crumbs, it OPSEU members have
moving at asnail’spacefor  makesit clear that the been strong in support of
the past two weeks, under a  government has absolutely our teamsin these tough
mediainformationblackout ~ nointerestinreaching a negotiations. Weare
imposed by the mediator. settlement at thistime. determined that wewill be

We made our move this However, if theemployer  ableto achieveafair
weekend in asincere effort decides to respond with settlement that achieves
to move talks along. substantive moves, the effort  justicefor all.

Putting together a will have succeeded in kick- — A message from your
comprehensive offer for starting afaster pacein Central Bargaining Team.
settlement involvestaking a
good hard look at each issue Want to reach Ernie?

in dispute and deciding what
moves the union can makein . .
Ernie@ErnieEves.com

an effort to find an 163 First Street, Orangeville, ON LOW 378

aglfe_emmt- Phone: 519-941-1255
t IS not an easy process Toll-Free: 1-866-225-3837

and it requires atough

Here's how:

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything. 1



Stvlin’ pickets
at Local 527

Local 527 president Rod Sawyer
reportson amajor fashion show
Thursday.

Outfitsincluded aclown, aDisco
Dude, and afrilly dress, aswell as
regular picketing duds. The catwalk
used the400 University Ave. stairs
and part of thesidewalk.

Judges scored the picket models
usingflip cardsinamodifiedice
skating systemwhileaDJpicket
provided music and Applauseand
Groansigns. All modelswalked
away with prizes.

A bullhorn permitted fashion
commentary: “ Thiscombination of
fabric, colour and elan mean only
onething: the1.95 solutionisno
solutionat al.” (Seeothersbelow.)

Other linestargeted various
Tories. “LizWitmer’'sConsarvative
clogsand clothesjust can’t
compete; thispicket hasit all and
saysitwith style!” or “Confronted
with thiscombination of beadity,
graceand style, Ernie’sonly re-
actionisto putonmorehair gel and
wish hecould havehaf theclass”

Eat your heartsout, Parisand
Milan!

Edgy fashion

* Thisisthelook that says: Hands
off Our Pensions.

* Thisfashion statementis
unmistakable: Give usFair
Benefits, Now!

* Thispicket’slayersshow shecan
adapt to anythingthe Tories
throw at us.

* Our picket’ssense of styledoes
not hide her message: Don't
Mess with Factor 80!

* ThisPicket’ssense of stylereflects
her senseof Fair Play: Justice
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Around

ontario

IWA joins
Hearst line

Thelndustrid, Wood and Allied
Workersof CanadaL ocal 2995
(IWA) joined usonthelinelast
Thursday, writes SuzanneMorin.

Executive board members, staff
from different localsand plywood
mill representativesaccompanied
Local 2995 President Damien Roy.

They srongly believeinfighting
for employees’ rights, putting anend
toinjusticeand improving their
members lives.

They wereinHearst ona
plywood wage conference and
getting ready to negotiate contracts
fromLonglacto Kirkland Lake. We
wereextremely grateful tothemfor
takingtimetojoinusinsolidarity
and provide support.

Then on Friday, winter returned
with avengeance. Cold, snow anda
wind that wrecked thetarp at the
picket shelter, forcing aredesign of
theshelter’sarchitecture.

commentary

for Unclassifieds!

* ThisPicket’sClothesclearly say:
Renew our Public Services—
and Keep them Public!

* Despite bad weather and arotten
contract offer, our picket says.
Enough is enough and shines
through in this classy, yet
practical, picketing outfit.

* Thislook makesaclear statement:
Giveme an ‘A’ Contract

* Thislook saysit al: Show usthe
money.

science Centre
Flying squad
tackles Film

Review Board

Local 549 (Ontario Science
Centre) hasaFlying Squad
watching over theOntario Film
Review Board.

Every pieceof commercid filmor
videothat isshownin Ontario has
to passthrough anondescript one-
story brick building at 1075
Millwood Rd., whereitisreviewed
and classfied.

Seven membersof Local 516
handlefilm projectionand clerical
dutiesthere. During the 1996 strike,
and sofar during thisone, they have
gonetowork asusual. Sothe
Flying Squad steppedintothe
breach. Aslong aswe have pickets
at thedriveway, trucksfrom Brinks,
to Canpar will not cross.

L ocal 516 has appointed two
Loca 549 membersasworksite
repsfor 1075 Millwood. This
alowsusto carry our picket line
insdethebuilding. When aCanpar
driver, with abox of video tapes,
saw usinthereception area, he
said, “You guysshould beoutside. |
wouldn’t have crossed your line.
Weturn everything back for the
ScienceCentre.”

Sothereitis. If webuildit, they
will not cross. Even thoughwemay
not be ableto keep the scabsout, if
nomail, videos, advertisng materia,
or filmsarriveor leave, therewill be
littlefor themto do.

For aslong asthisstrike
continues, the Local 549 Flying
Squad isat the Film Review Board,
on thedriveway with our picket
signs, andinsdewith our concern
for the health and safety of OPSEU
members, scabsthoughthey may be.



Can we talk
about
fairness?

Mr. Eves:

Your party committed $2.2 billion
to corporatetax cutsthisyear. It
gaveaconsultant $200 millionto
designacomputer systemthat
doesn’t work. Another $2 millionis
being spent on the OPSEU strike.
Peoplewho can afford to send their
childrento private schoolswill get
$300 millionintax credits. Andyou
spent $2 millioninseveranceto
privatizear ambulance.

What about the social costs? Are
| pperwash and Walkerton
acceptable casudtiesof the
Common Sense Revolution?

Mr. Tsubouchi boaststhat the
Provinceissaving $7.5millionaday
during our strike. Arebonus-rich
managersgiving vauefor money?

Since 1994, the cost of living has
risen 14.5 per cent. MPPs pay isup
36.6 per cent; provincia judgesgot
a40 per cent increase and Crown
Attorneys, 30 per cent. When Mike
Harristurned 55, hequdified for a
pension of $67,000 ayear, after 18
yearsof service.

In the same period, OPSEU
membersreceived a4.3 per cent
wageincrease. Theaverage
OPSEU worker retireswitha
pension of $17,000 after 26.5 years
of service. Early retirement reduces
our pension unlessour ageand
yearsof serviceadd up to 85.

Youwant to cut $13 millionfrom
our benefit package, but will add $3
millionin new benefits. Thespecifics
would only beknown after our
acceptance. Talk about theblind
datefromhell!

What would befair, Mr. Eves?

—LorraineL. Ménard, Local 468
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. (Mostly)
Jletters to Ernie:

Warm hearts in
Thunder Bay

Local 737 (Thunder Bay Jail)
had an opportunity to play Good
Samaritan about 4 am. Friday
when ahomel ess man dropped by,
reports Jm Kusmack.

Jmandfiveotherswereonthe
linewhen Terry Jacobs appeared.

“Itwasraninglightly and alittle
onthecold side. Terry told methat
he hadn’t eaten or dept for two
daysand had nowhereto go.

“Hewasshaking, sowetold him
to comeand warm up by thefire,
and gave him acouple bowlsof
soup, and acoupleof bunsand a
pop.

“Darren Kondreskaa so gave
him atoqueand apair of mittsthat
hehad in histruck. After eating and
warming up Terry went off intothe
night.”

Too bad the Toriesdon’t care as
much about their fellow citizens.
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Another
blowhard Tory?

What sort of provincedowelive
inwhen apremier isapplauded for
alocating money so studentshave
textbooks. Hasour “common
sense” become so perverted that we
regard basicitemsof socia
infrastructure asluxuries?\Weshould
be asking how the Torieslet things
didethisfar.

It seemsto me, withthecivil
sarviceon strike, thisisnothing
morethanwords. Until heresolves
the OPSEU strike, ishisgovernment
inaposition to do anything other
than proclaim good intentions?

I’veawaysbeen told that actions
speak louder thanwords. If Eves
wantsto mend fences, agood place
to start would be hisown yard.
Ending thewar against hisown
employeeswould show that he
really doeswant to rebuild Ontario.
Unlesshedoesthat, he'sjust
another blowhard Tory laying the
groundwork for the educational
equivalent of Walkerton.

— Gary Dale, Local 504

Repair the social structure

Mr. Eves,

Pleasedirect your negotiatorsto
endthisstrikeimmediately. Ingst
that they bargainfairly andin good
faith. It makes senseto keep the 80
factor. It makes senseto preserve
public safety, the publictrust and
employment. Quit using public
moniesfor Tory promotion and start
reinvesting inthe provincethat has
supported you sowell for solong.

Paroleofficerssay that they now
only have 15 minutesamonth to
spend with hardened criminals.
They say they have been reduced to
dataentry clerks. Thestreetsare

unsafe. Meat ingpectors have been
laid off. Our produceinspectors
have been diminated. Our
education standards have suffered.
Walkertonisthetip of theiceberg.
Tourismisthemainindustry in many
areasof Ontario and thecutsare
hurting our attractionsand having an
impact on the economy.

MikeHarrisleft youan
unfortunatelegacy, whichyou have
theopportunity torectify.

Itistimetorepair thesocia
structureof Ontario. Start with the
public service.

— Susan Pearson
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Setting
the struggle
to music

By Charles Faust, Local 724

Bornduring the 1996 OPS
strike, the Flying Picketshave
added their voicestothefight for
respect for working people,
whether onapicket lineor labour-
oriented socid gathering. The
present strikehasgiventheman
opportunity onceagainto pay a
light-hearted visitto picket linesin
the Thunder Bay area, bringing their
specia kind of good cheer.

Thelr repertoireisamix of
traditional |abour songsand popular
songswithwordsrevised to suit the
occasion..

Thelr reputation spread like
wildfireacrossRegion 7. Many a
cold picket linehasfelt thewarmth
of music and humour asthismerry
band madetherounds.

In 1998, the group wasrevived
with the support of OPSEU’s
Thunder Bay AreaCouncil under
the guidance of Peter Lang and
MicheleMcCall.

New membersincluded Stewart
Mainville, Isabel Mercier, Shirley
Shepherd, Greg Snider, June
Montgomery and Singer/songwriter,
Rodney Brown.

The*“Pickets’ havebecome
regularsat Labour Day eventsand
other labour struggles.

AccordingtoMcCall, “Wedon't
alwayshave beautiful voices, but we
try our best tolift spiritsand hearts
at timeswhen alittle cheer goesa
long way. | am proud to know each
and every member. They aresocia
activisswith huge hearts.”

Wherever there' sastruggle,
you'll find the Flying Pickets. “ They
don’t play noradiomusic!”
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Bye Bye, Jobs

(revised by Louise Fisher)

Chorus

Byebye, jobs! Byebye, benefits!

Thisded isthepits! | think I’'ma-
gonnacry.

Byebyehouse! Byebye summer
camp!

Hellowelfarestamps. | fedl like
gettin’ high.

Byebye, my world, goodbye.

Theregoesmy pension, and
Severance pay.

They oncewereours, folks—"til
yesterday.

They gaveuscomfort, 'til he stepped
in,

Aloha, good lifethat might have
been!

Chorus

We rethroughwithMikey —we're
through for good.

We' resick andtired of that Tory
hood!

And here' sthereason that we' re so
med:

Thanksto that Tory, we' veall been
had.

Chorus

Yesterday

Yesterday, al the Torieswereso far
avay

Now it looksasif they’ rehereto stay

O, | believeinyesterday.

Suddenly,

Ontario’snot the placeit usedto be.

Withthe Torieschopping foolishly

O, | believeinyesterday.

Why they voted themin, | don’t
know, | couldn’t say.

They say theNDP did something
wrong— Yesterday ay ay ay

Yesterday, dl thecuttingwassofar
anay

Now welong for programshereto stay

They were created, yesterday.

O, | believeinyesterday....

And Tommy Douglas

Solidarity
Forever

Whentheunion’sinspiration through
theworkers' blood shall run

There can be no power greater
anywhere beneaththesun

Yet what force on earthisweaker
than thefeeble strength of one?

But the Union makesusstrong.

Chorus.

Solidarity Forever!

Solidarity Forever!

Solidarity Forever!

For the Union makesus strong!

They havetaken untold millionsthat
they never toiled to earn,

But without our brainand muscle
not asinglewhed couldturn.

We can break their haughty power,
gainour freedom, whenwelearn,

That the Union makesusstrong!

Chorus.

In our handsis placed apower
greater than their hoarded gold;

Greater than themight of armies
magnified athousandfold.

We can bring to birth anew world
fromtheashesof theold

For the Union makesusstrong!.

Chorus.

It'sthewomen of theunionwho
know just how tofight;

Who know of women'’sissues, how
they add toworkers' rights.

Astheworkersfight for freedom
andfor justiceover might,

Women makethe union strong.

Chorus

OPSEU has had
problems with
some of its phone
lines.

They are working.




