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A new day

?

or the old way?

Thousandsof striking OPSEU
memberswill converge peecefully
on Queen’ sPark Monday to attend
the swearing-in ceremony of
Premier ErnieEves.

Busescarrying strikerswill arrive
inTorontofromall partsof the
province. They will assemblenear
theprovincia courthouseat 361
University Ave. andmarchto
Queen’' sPark intimefor the 2:30
p.m. ceremony.

OPSEU hasbeen on strikesince
March 13. OPSEU President Leah
Casselman said Ontariansare

expectingto seeamoderationinthe

stance of the government, asEves
promised during hisleadership
campaign.
“WearegoingtointroduceErnie
Evesto many of hisemployeeson

Monday,” shesaid. “Wearelooking

to normaizelabour relations.
“It can beanew day, or theold

‘Mr. Eves, Call off

NDP L eader Howard Hampton
haswritten Premier MikeHarris
and Premier-elect Ernie Evesabout
two seriousingancesinwhichther
staff assaulted OPSEU members
picketing at the Whitney Block.

“Thefirgt incident involves Scott
Munnoch—whoweunderstandis
working fromthe Progressive
Conservative Party headquartersas
amember of ErnieEves’ trandtion

way. It can either beawelcoming
party for apremier determinedto
make adifference, or it canbea
continuation of thebelligerent
relationship perpetrated by his
predecessor,” Casselman said.
“It'shischoice.”

Make Ernie
feel at ease

Membersof Local 224 in Owen
Sound thought it might beniceto
makeErniefed comfortablewith
OPSEU members.

Asdiamondtiepinsand $1,600
suitsare out of most pickets range,
how about at least dicking back the
hair?

Local 224 suggestsagood
supply of hair gel onthebuses
would let Ernieknow hecanidentify
withus. A littledab’ll doyal

team. On April 9, Mr. Munnoch—
after refusingto show hisidentity
passto striking OPSEU workers
according to the agreed protocol —
shoved 5-foot RosieRodriguesas
heattempted to plough throughthe
picket line. Ms. Rodriguessuffered
painful injuriesto her kneeandis
asking the policetoinvestigateand
lay charges”

On April 10, Jason Lietaer, of

Want to reach
Ernie?

Here’s how:
Ernie@ErnieEves.com

163 First Street,
Orangeville, ON LOW 3J8

Phone: 519-941-1255

Toll-Free: 1-866-225-
3837

Strike
support

Local 560, thefaculty at Seneca
College, hasmade adonation of
$10,500to the Region 5 hardship
fund.

“It’ simportant for the sectors of
theunion to stand together in
solidarity with each other’ sbattles,”
saidloca presdent Ted
Montgomery.

Therearemorestrike support
messageson Page4

our goons’

Harris soffice, pushed another
OPSEU worker to theground after
refusing to show hisidentity badge.
Fortunately, Leroy Kugel wasnot
hurt.

“Mr. Eves, isthisyour ideaof a
kinder, gentler government?Itis
timetocdl off your goons.”

Hampton caled for thetwo
employeesto be suspended without

pay.

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything. 1



Our iImportant work

Who says we aren’t busy?

Portage Creek Rainbow Trout
Population Recovery Monitoring;
Regiona FisheriesManagement
Action Plan; Community Fisheries
Improvement Program and
Community Wildlifelmprovement
Program; Wildlife Population Index;
Northern Bored Initiative;
Provincid FireManagement
Strategy; Roadsand Water
Crossing Initiative; Water
Management Plans; Hydro Power
Rdicenang,

Natura Heritage Education
Program; Regiona Wood Supply
Andyss Mill Licenses, Biodiversity
Gap Andysis, ScientificCollector's
Permitsfor Research; Spring Lake
Trout Index Netting; Lake Superior
State of the L ake Report;

Kam River Sturgeon Telementary
Study; Stream Classification
Protocol Development; Streamlining
FisheriesRegulations; Fish Habitat
Protection GuiddinesDevel opment
Shoreline Devel opment Proposal
Review; Lake Superior ForageFish
Trawling; ZebraMusselsMonitor-
ing; and Stream A ssessments.

And asfar asnuisancebearsgo,
you areonyour own.

And here stheir website:

http://mmww.norlink.net/
~opseu713/

Stand strong

Wewill not sacrificeour valuesto
crumbletothehandsof the
infamous Tory Regime. Wehave
fought strong and hard over the past
4+ weeksnot to sall out. Inthe
daysto comewewill find out
whether our fight will befruitful!
Stand Strong!!

— Mike Peshko, Local 270

FromLocal 713 swebsite
comesadetailedlist of MNR
projectscancelled or on hold during
thestrike.

These are the cancelled ones:

Summer Jobsfor Students; Lake
Superior Commercia Fish Quota
Setting; Mclntyre River Rainbow
Trout Assessment; Lake Superior
Coaster Brook Trout Rehabilitation;
L ake Superior Sturgeon
Rehabilitation Assessment; Black
Bay WadleyeRehahilitation Plan;
Lake Superior National Marine
Conservation AreaNegotiations;

Inland Brook Trout Stocking;
Arrow LakeWadlleye Spawning
Survey; Thunder Bay CapeBird
Observatory Hawk Banding;
SqueersLake Experimental
Fishery; Spring Waleye Fishery
Enforcement;

Commercia Fisheries
Assessment; Commercia Fisheries
Enforcement; Crown Land Work
Permits; New Park Regulations; My
Summer Holidays; Forest
Compliance Auditsand Orders,
Timber Check Scaling; Removal of
Winter Bridges, Monitoring of
Environmenta Damage; Annuad
Work SchedulePublic
Conaultation; Kam River Dam
Proposa Environmental Review.

Dog L ake Stocking A ssessment;
Spring Bear Hunt; Ontario’ sLiving
L egacy Implementation; Completing
Parks System; Forest Operations
Compliancelnspections; LacDes
MilleLac Wdleye Tdementary
Sudy.

Project Peregrine; Caribou
Recovery Project; Forest Vaues
M apping/Protection; Crown Land
and Infrastructure |mprovements,
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Weakest may

Nnot survive

In spiteof ablackout during
negotiations, an“interna
government memo” isleakedtothe
mediaby Management Board. This
isadtrategic moveto demordizethe
same peoplethey honour through
Amethyst Awardsand ACE awards
for excellent public service.

Intheinterimitisall stagedto suit
public opinion. Managersare seen
asthevictims. Inthismemothey are
thanked for their “hard work,
dedication, commitment and the
personal sacrifices’ andyet they are
beingwell paid for thework.
Management Boardisnot likely to
leak that memo.

Lestweforget ... vulnerable
individuasandtheir familiesare
truly suffering from theabsence of
public servicein schools, hospitals,
treatment facilities, etc.

Thesefolksare coping asbest
they can, quietly intheir own homes
orinprovincid ingtitutions, many
unableto present their Situationto
themedia, othersfearful of makinga
statement in casethey jeopardize
their Stuation.

Thepublicconscienceissalved
withthebelief that essential services
areproviding thecarefor them.
Wherever possiblethesepeopleare
at homewiththeir families.

Thosewhoremaininthe
inditutionsarethemost vulnerable.
They arereceiving essential
sarvices, thebasics, to maintainlife.
They aredeteriorating dueto lack
of gimulating rehabilitation
programming. Themeasureof a
society ishow it treatsthe weakest
members. Right now, the
government isnot measuring up.

—Angela Marley
Social Worker, Local 331



Fire line to

L etter to Mr. David Tsubouchi
Dear Sir:

| have been aforest firefighterin
Ontariofor many years. Every year
| gotothelinefor the peopleof
Ontario. When| gotothelinel fight
mosquitoes, black fliesand other
pests. | get out of helicopters
hovering six feet aboveawaist-
deep swamp. After getting out, |
dogthroughthefrigid water and
carry back breaking loads of hose,
pumps, tentsand provisionsfor up
toahaf-mileandthenbeginthe
walk into what somedescribeas
hell itsdlf. | stay inthebushfor
weeks cooking my ownfood,
washinginfrigidwatersand doing
my laundry withthewater fromthe
nearest river, lake or stream and
thenlettingitdry inthesun. | then
deepinthecold of atent, and then
get up, pull on my wet boots, and
repeat my work, day inand day
out, all summer long.

| work for, and with, the
exceptional peopleinMNR and
when doingthisjob my thoughtsare
alwaysfor safety. Thesafety of my
crew (for if your own crew isnot
safe, thenall otherssafety isalso
compromised) and the safety of the
people of Ontario and her visitors.

Todomyjob, | anrequiredto
havetheequivaent of acollege
education and passafitnesstest
yearly. For this, | am paid awage
just dightly abovethegrocery clerk
at theloca market but still below
thefellow who cleanstheiceat the
local rink. | also received the benefit
of reasonablejob security and the
assuranceof adental and health
plan, that will protect myself and my
family from adevastating economic
blow, should amisfortunecomeour

way.

picket line

You seesir thereason | dothe
jobisnot only because of thesimple
wagesand benefits| draw. Itisfor
therewardsof ajobwell donethat
areonly seenat my leve of public
sarvice.

| know that thelarge pulpand
paper millswho provide needed
jobsto the people of Ontario use
theforests| protect. | a'soknow
that thesemillspour millionsof
dollarsintothelocal andthe
provincia economy, which benefits
usdl. Theextraction of theforest
resources opensup thousands of
kilometresof road, which alows
fishers, huntersand other outdoor
enthusiaststo enjoy thisprovince.
Thedollarsthat they spendintheir
leisureactivity areimportant and
they also provide needed jobsand
incometo the people of Ontario.

Every year | gotothelinefor the
peopleof Ontario. | have doneso
during the*wage and price
controls’ of thelate 70s, the* Social
Contract” of theearly 90s, and by
settling for someminimal yearly
wageincreases, but thisyear | have
beenforcedtogotoadifferentline
andthat isthe picket line.

Y ou see, Sir, when you cometo
meafter many yearsand say that |
may not havethe benefit of an early
retirement becauseyou want my
pensionfund, or that now that | am
getting older and may requireafull
dental and hedth planandam
thereforeapotentid ligbility, or that
theservicethat | havegiventhis
great Provincefor the past many
yearsmay beupfor bidtothe
lowest bidder, | must takeastand
andwalk anew line. | thank you for
your timeand consideration.

—Your humble servant,
AFireFighter, Local 727

Hot off the
press?
You betcha!

Deciding to take advantage of the
fine spring weather, Local 547
picketseach kicked inafew dollars
to purchasethe necessary itemsfor
alunchtimeBBQ.

Imaginethesurpriseof Cindy and
Mary who had volunteered to do
the shopping when they handed
over themoney at thelocal grocery
storeonly to betoldthat one of the
fiverswascounterfeit!

Not quitebelieving, they tried to
usethehbill at thedrug store, only to
betold thesameagain. We'rea
creativegroup of folksat
Thistletown Regiona Centre, but
counterfeiterswe renot!

Anyone need changefor a$10?

Tories days are

numbered

Morethan 200 striking OPSEU
membersraliedindowntown
Peterborough Thursday to hear
CUPE Ontario Leader, Sid Ryan.

“TheTories daysare
numbered,” hetold thecheering
group outsidethelicence bureau
besi dethe Chamber of Commerce
officeon George Street.

“Thetide hasturned and public
opinionisrunningaganstthis
government,” Ryansaid.

“Stay strong, not just for
yourselvesbut for theentirelabour
movement,” hesaid. “ Youwill have
therenewal, respect and decent
wagesyou deserve.”

Restricted tofive picketsat the
MNR officein Peterborough, the
strikers have been choosing other
targetsand distributing information
onthedowntown streets.
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Support from many quarters

Applaud resolve

Onbehdf of theprovincia
Executive of OSSTF and 50,000
teachersand educationa workersin
Ontario, | extend our support and
Olidarity.

We applaud your resolveto
protect and preservepublic services
and social programsthat havebeen
hard-fought andwoninthis
province. Teachersand education
workershavebeenfightingthe
destructivedash and burnpolicies
of thisTory government for the past
fiveyearsand awinfor this
government isalossfor al of us.

Please accept the enclosed
chequefor $10,000.

—Earl Manners,
President, OSSTF

Dark before dawn
The Elementary Teachersin
Dufferin-Ped know well how it
feelsto betargeted and forced into
jobactioninorder to beheard by a
Specid interest government.
Enclosedisamodest donation.
Takeheart. It salwaysdarkest
beforethedawn.
—Krystyna Peever, President,
Dufferin-Peel Elementary Unit
Ontario English Catholic
Teachers Association

Staff’s best interests

David Tsubouchi:

| would liketo expressmy
disappointment that OPSEU has
hadtoresort to astriketoresolve
their labour issues. It impedesmy
businessasl rely heavily onthe
servicesand expertise of the Small
ClaimsCourt clerks.

Whilelegd clamsareasmadl
part of my company’ songoing
business, | angrestly
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inconvenienced by thissituation. |
canimaginethat therearethousands
of paralegals, court advocates,
lawyersand law clerksthat have
sufferied greatly over the past month
and that ultimately, theeconomy of
Ontariowill bedamagedif this
strike continues.
| commend the court workersof
Hamilton who have been nothing
lessthan pleasant, supportive, and
professond inther dealingswith
my office over the past X years,
and | trust that you havetheir best
interestsandwell-beinginmind as
you resolvethelabour issuesat
stake here.
— Blair Wetlaufer
for Inter Canada Credit

Important issues

On behalf of themembersof
OSSTF, District 12, Toronto, | am
enclosing achequeintheamount of
$1,000to assist your membersin
thestrike.

Theissuesinyour strikeare
important to all workersandwe
support your determination to
achieveafair and equitable
Settlement.

—JimMcQueen
President, District 12, OSSTF

Difficult times
Enclosed isachequefor $1,350

insupport of OPSEU members

duringthesedifficult times.
Onbehalf of 2,700 Y ork

Catholic Teachers, wewishyou

every successand hopethisstrike

can beresolved quickly, tothe

satisfaction of the OPSEU
members.
—JuliePauletig,
President,

York Catholic Teachers

Quiche, even!

Jan de Serres, astrikemarshall at
theWhitney Block sendsthanksto
theinsideworkerstherewho
provide coffee, tea, hot chocolate,
quichesand other goodiesdaily.

“Knowing every day that
someonewill comeout and do
something nicefor usisgreat.”

And chicken, too

Local 584 isgrateful tothe staff
at theschool near the Lakeview
Water Treatment Plant for taking up
acollectionand buyingthelinea
chickenlunch.

Many happies

And Local 362 sendshirthday
greetingsto Heather Bicklewhois
running their terrificweb page.
(http:/Amww littlesquares.com/362/)

Heather just turned 39.

Agan.

Watch 'em go

Province of Ontario Savings
Officeclerksfrom Brantford Local
219 joined with Woodstock Local
117 to do aworkplaceinspection of
theWoodstock branchthat was
sending ascab towork their
Brantford office.

They worecustom buttonswith
the names of two scabsonthem.
Thetwo named steff fled the office.
Oneof themisaWoodstock city
councillor. Itisgreat togivea
politiciantheruns.

—Phil Dunbar, Local 219

Best wishes for a
speedy recovery

Loca 130 memberssend their
thoughtsand prayersto Colin
Pritchard and hisfamily. Pritchard, a
manager at the Chatham
Courthouse, wasinvolvedina
serioustwo-vehiclecollisonon
Wednesday.



