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Talks continue;
s0 does blackout

“I know how frustratingitisto
keep hearing thissame message,”
said bargaining team chair Marg
Smmons

“Every day youlong for some
messagethat will giveyouthe
strength to stay onthelineand
keep upthefight.”

Theteamisseverdy limitedin
what it can say because of the
mediablackout. They cannot
divulgethe content of talksor the
issuesthat are either agreedto or
arecreating difficulties.

“1 can say that wewould not be
gtill at thetableworking if wedidn’'t
Seeany progressbeing made,”
Margsaid.

“Wearecloser thanwewere
when the strike began. We are
closer than wewerewhen wecame
back to thetable. Morethan that, |
really cannot say.”

TTC Settlement

Therewasaflurry of rumours
Monday morning asthemedia
reported on acontract settlement.

That settlement (good for them,
bad for us) wasfor the Toronto
Transit workers, who got atentative
deal over theweekend.

Atour bargainingtable, talks
continue, with the mediator, and
with theblackout.

‘Technical briefings’

Therewasanother flurry of
rumourswhen the mediareported
that the government had something
to say on Monday.

Sincethestrikebegan, the
employer hashosted anumber of
“technicd briefings’ onissues
related to thegoings-on at the
Ontario Labour Relations Board.

Up until now, thesehavenot
attracted alot of advance attention.

Usualy theevent isconducted by
agovernment PR. person, Julie
Rosenberg and agovernment
lawyer. TV camerasarenot dlowed
in, but reportersare. Reportersare
not allowed to quotethelawyer, but
candtill usetheinformation.

What istheinformation?Itisnot
related to theemployer’soffer. It
dealswithlegd issuesrelated tothe
strike—wherethey have picket-line
injunctions, wherethey areaccusing
OPSEU membersof not following
essentia servicesagreements, and
soon.

Sincethebriefingsareintended
for reportersacrossthe province,
anyonecandid in.

Caution: Cdlingintodisrupt the
briefingismorelikdy toirritate
news mediathan to make apoint
withtheemployer.

Information ontheindividua
briefingsisavailableat the Canada
Newswiresteat http://
www.canadanewswire.com/cgi-bin/
view.cgi?7OKEY =2276& BIN=ME

If thisaddress changes, youwill
gtill beabletofind them at:
WWWw.canadanewswire.com.

Searchtheday’sreleases, or
search for releases by Management
Board Secretariat.

Why the blackout?

A newsblackout allowsthe
partiesto negotiate serioudly.

If detailsof bargainingare
reported, then everyone onthe
picket linewill besecond-guessing
every decisonthebargaining team
makesasit worksitsway toward a
comprehensve settlement.

Nobody canwork honestly to
represent you in that kind of
environment.

Everyonegetsto voteonthe
work of theteam whenthetime
comestoratify thetentative
agreement.

Until then, theteam isbest off
doing itswork without intrusion.

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything. 1



Victory in courts
for the ‘P and P 11’

The Ontario Superior Court has
dismissed dl chargesagainst 11
probation and parole officers,
charged with contempt of court.

Theemployer chargedthe11—-a
random selection of four from
Guel ph, four from Hamiltonand
threefrom Newmarket —alleging
that they had failed to comply with
an Ontario Labour RelationsBoard
decisonon providing essentia
services.,

“Thelr professiona integrity was
challenged by thisemployer action,”
said DaveKerr, the probation and
parolerepresentativeonthe
Minisiry ERC.

“Theemployer dragged these
peopleinto court without evenfilling
out the paperwork properly,” said
Ker.“That issgnificant,
cons dering the seriousnessof the
dleged offence”

When thejudge madehisruling,
dismissing the case, the courtroom
burstinto applause. “1t'svirtualy
unheard of inacourtroom setting,

but theroomwasliteradly standing
roomonly with probation and
parole officersand support staff,”
Kerr said.

Immediately after thedecision, an
employer representative phoned
probation and parole officesaround
the province and ordered themto
charge and suspend other workers
“for anything they can dream up,”
Kerr said.

“| persondly told the Assistant
Deputy Minister, two regiond
directorsand one areamanager that
they will never intimidateusby these
tactics. Andwewill never forget
what they tried to do.”

Hecommended OPSEU lega
counsdl Don Eady for hisexcellent
job for OPSEU and the members.

Not a career

Amdlia, 6, to her mother Louise
inElliot Lake: “When| grow up|
think I want to work on the picket
line” Soundslikethat lineishaving
somefunduring thestrike.

A gtriking Region 5 member
was being treated to afancy
dinner in downtown Toronto.

Shelooked up from her menu
to see, coming into theroom:
None other than MikeHarris

Without thinking, shestood up
and screamed at Harris: “ You're
thereasonthat I’ m out on strike!”

Startled, Harristurned, gavea
weak verson of apalitician’'s
smile, and scuttled away to
another section of therestaurant.

Tips are not enough

Inthedeep and startled silence
that engulfed the crowded
restaurant, awaiter approached
her tableand asked if everything
wasall right.

Our member explained that she
wasastriking public sector
worker and couldn’t restrain
herself when she spotted Harris.

Thewaiter replied, “ That's
okay. Wefought among ourselves
about who would beforced to
servehistable.”
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Not much has

changed?

“Gresetings,” writesGreg Murray,
who usedtowork at MTO.

“l amonaWCB pension of 15
per cent (until someday soonwhen |
get bumped to 25).

“l wasinjured onthejob. | was
ordered to carry aphotocopier to
another location and wrecked my
back. | was probationary and could
haverefused suchanillegal order,
but | would have beenfired onthe
Spot.

“1 had norightswhilea
probationary. OPSEU did try but
because of the coll ective agreement
of theday, they could not protect
me. | got royally screwed. That was
14 yearsago.

“Not much haschanged it seems.

“From my experienceworkingin
government, and knowing how
dedicated the OPSis, it would bea
sad occasionif al theperilsyou are
fightingto avoid cametrue.

“Maybeif someof thesenior
bureaucrats had aday in my place,
they’ d bealittlemore understanding
and compassionate towardsthe
goalsOPSEU standsfor.”

MTO: O
OPSEU: 2

MTO membersin Eastern
Ontario had the same successas
membersat the Trafadgar weigh
scales. [reportedin FRONT lines
April 6]

OnApril 4, theMTO scalesin
Lancaster drew picketsfrom Local
453, who found asuitable placeto
mount their linesandtell their sory,
despiteinjunctions.

If other scaleshave successesto
report, we'll adjust the box score

agan.



Picketing

pooches

Four-legged additionstothe
Sudbury linesdrew smilesand
dliteraion.

From On the line Again:

“These pugnacious pups proudly
paradewithther picketspillorying
PC Toriesas OPSEU professionals
persevereto protect the public.”

Won't fuel
the Chevy

William Ladlaw of Locd 727
wroteto the Dryden Observer and
the Thunder Bay Chronicle
Herald of hisexperiencewiththe
government’s“sdary caculator.”

“I chosethe position of Resource
Technician Senior 1, withthe
weekly salary of $844.11. The
caculator told methat inthefirst
year, thesalary would jumpto
$877.70 per week, araise of
$33.59. In the second year, the
personwould receivearaise of $26
aweek t0 $903.76. Inthethird
year theraisewould be $26.84 a
week.

“None of theserai seswould pay
tofill thegastank on my 2000
Chevy Cavdier.”

Former OPS
group supports

strike

Loca 500, whichincludesthe
former Queen Street Mental Health
Centre, hasactively supported the
srike.

Sincethe 1996 strike, Queen
Street hasbeen amalgamated into
the Centrefor Addictionand
Mental Hedlth (aBPSlocal), much
of whichisrepresented by OPSEU.

Memberstherefoundtheir
employer wastransferring clientsto

aprevioudy closed unit at Queen
Street Menta Headlth Centre, in
violation of essentia services
agreements.

So Loca 500 heldaninformation
picket at the Queen Street Site
dmeanding properly staffed centres.

“Wedemand afully-supported
and integrated mentd hedlth
system, not the mismanaged and
fragmented system brought to usby
theTories. Support public service
workersonthefront lines. Rebuild
public services.”

Street dance?
Eggzactly!

Local 331'sApril 1 Easter egg
hunt and street dance wasjudged a
huge success.

It drew about 300 peopleto
search for the eggsand danceit up.

Hobby picket

OPSEU retireeBill Henry has
been out every day, at every
possible hour of picketinginthe
Barriearea. Sincehisretirement, Bill
has become quite ahobby picket.

Creative lines

Local 362 hasbeen creativeand
disciplinedinitsapproachtofive
strikebreakerswho haveturned up
every day at theMNR buildingin
Peterborough.

The pickets, 150 to 200 of them,
wouldlineup, andturntheir backs
on the scabs, and stand shoulder to
shoulder until thefiveleft.

Sometimestheritual would see
themturning their backsandline
dancing. But they kept the scabsout.

Now they arefaced with athird
injunctionwhich limitsthemtofive
pickets. Oddly enough, oneof the
scabsdecided not to crossthefive-
person line. Andthelocal islooking
for other waysto havefun.

reportsanother additionto
OPSEU’sfamily.

Loca 233's Sue Bremner and
her husband wel comed their fifth
child, adaughter. Lauren Mackenzie,
weighed 91bs, 20z, Laurenwill
haveaplenty of playmates. Callum,
Nolan, Kent and Marley.

Flower power

in Hearst

They areplanning a70stheme
Tuesday in Hearst — Flower Power,
Peace and Love, Make L ove not
War —thefirst of apromised series
of themedays, SuzanneMorin says.

We can hardly wait for thetie-
dyed bellbottoms and beads
picturesonthewebsite.

In other events, Jacques Jean,
bus nessagent for the I nternational
Woodworkersof America, helda
press conference on oneof thelines
totalk about aproblemintheforest
indudtry.

Heand hismembersa so
provided food for abarbecue and
delivered alunch on Tuesday.

Teachersand support staff have
a so been onthelineand generous
with donations.

You and me too

The message ontheroof of Local
154’ s picket shelter makesastrong
point. “Weareall essentia.”

OHIP solidarity

Local 533 at OHIP (Yongeand
Eglinton) isgrateful for the support
from AMAPCEO memberswho
walk their picket linesand bring

coffeedaily, reportsloldaFraser.
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Mike Flynn’'s
excellent adventure

Local 355 Presdent MikeFlynn
sraightenstheeditor out onhis
bicycletripto Convention:

“I didn’t leavefrom Orillia. |
started at the picket lineat the
Barrie Courthouse April 3,
deliveringmuffinsand donuts. The
ride seemed aslong asif it wasfrom
Orilliabecause of thewinter
conditionsand | drove my tandem
bicyclesolo (whichwasal decked
out withsgnsinsolidarity).

It was quitethe adventure. Some
of thehighlightsincluded:

* picketing the Bradford and
Newmarket court house solo.

* picketing (withmy own sister, a
teacher, on the back of the
tandem) at the Queen Street
Mental Health Centre.

* being evicted from the Sheraton
by the head of security for being
different. (Eventhough| was
givenacomplimentary roomin
thewinter of 1983, when | road
my bicyclefrom Vancouver to
Halifax (Jan. 6 - Feb. 28) to
raisesmoney for thekidney
foundation.) (Mikehasfaxeda
coupleof clippingsfromthat
venturein caseany of us
doubted thejourney).

* Sister Casselman coming to my

rescue (I hoped you received the

flowers)
* apolicechaseon Yonge St.
» my encounter with thehomeless.
For “thewhole story” you can emall
Mikeat mflynn@catul pa.on.ca

CEP joins a rally
at Barrie Courthouse

At 1 p.m. Tuesday, the picket
lineinfront of theBarrie
Courthousewill get bigger and
louder asmembersof the
Communications, Energy and
PaperworkersUnionjoinstriking
OPSEU workersfor ashow of
Solidarity.

The CEP members, who are
attending the Ontario Women's
Conference, are outraged at the
cdlousattitudeof the provincia
government toward itsown
employeesand toward citizens of
Ontario.

“Thisstrikeisabout morethan
wages, benefitsand working
conditions,” saysCEP Ontario
Vice-President Cec Makowski.
“Thisgovernment continuestodash
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public serviceswhich citizensrely
uponto ensuretheir safety and
well-being. Ontariansarevery
concerned about that.”

OFL says thanks

OFL Secretary-Treasurer, Ethel
Birkett-LaValley, hasbeen
crisscrossing theprovincevisiting
picket linesand speaking at rallies.

“Thisstrikeisabout hopefor a
better Ontario after seven yearsof
Tory destruction,” shesaid.

“Thestrong lines, theenthusiastic
members, and the sheer
determinationto help al the people
of Ontarioisadmirable, and the
650,000 members of the Ontario
Federation of Labour thank you.”

...............
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to the editor:

Rebuilding
Thisstrike by our membersisnot
about wagesaone, rather itisalso
about rebuilding the public service
so that we may continueto
safeguard the public.
— Michel Chaumont

Unprotected

Asaresult of thislabour dispute,
thenatural resourcesof thisprovince
areunprotected. Thosewho choose
toviolate natural resourcelawsby
poaching, harvesting timber illegaly,
sling contaminated fishand wildlife
products, or taking fish during the
critical spawning seasons, arewdl|
awarethat they can do so without
apprehension.

—BrianMorrison

Hard won control
Wefought long and hard to have
control over thehaf of thepension
fund which comesdirectly from our
own contributions.
—Kelly Del Vecchio

Is gov't interested?
Isthegovernment really interested
inproviding servicestothe public, or
Isit punishing the public servantsfor
giving astrikevote of 88 per cent
province-wideand 98 per centin
Corrections. | object tothe
government using my tax dollarsto
advertisetheir postioninthemedia
—David Picard

Appreciate support
We appreciate those of youwho
took thetimeto cometo the picket
linesand spend sometimewith us.
Wearealso grateful for support
from DaveLevac, MPP.
— Ken Aicken



