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A great bedginning

Thisdrikeisdifferent from
1996.

President Leah Casselman
identified onekey differencetoa
cheering crowd outsidethebig
Macdonald block government
complex in Toronto Wednesday
morning.

“Thisisn’t Week 1 of our strike,”

Leahsaid. “ThisisWeek 6. We
learned alot in Weeks 1 through 5
in 1996 and wearegoingintothis
onewithall of that knowledge.

“WEe'renot starting at Week 1
thistime. Weare starting at Week
6

Oneof thebig differencesisthat
thistimethestrikeincludesall
members. Obvioudy essential
servicesmust continueto be
provided, but that does not
necessarily mean businessasusual.

For example, intheWhitney
Block, whereMikeHarrishashis

No justice!
No jeans!

A court worker whosejob
was declared essentia wastold
today that sheredlly wasn't
essentid after al.

Why? Shewaswearing jeans.

Canjusticenot bedonein
denim-clad legs?Or isthere
somethingwrongwiththis
picture?

office, twoinside picket captains
did afull workplaceinspection.

They turned up anumber of
temporary employeesthat had been
hidden away, and werebeing
pressured to perform non-essentia
work. The picket captainsput an
endtothat.

Insomeingtitutions, managers
went out of their way toliveup to
theletter of theessential services
agreements. Butin others, they
acted asif they didn’t need our
membersat all, and even went so
far astolock out essentia services
workersat somefacilities!

Theselock-outsseemto have
made amockery of theessential
sarviceagreements: If they redly
don’'t need ustorunthefacilities,
why did they bother to negotiate
essentia servicesagreementsinthe
first place?

The situation becameevenmore
ludicrousasFrontlineswent to
pressyesterday: Thegovernment
made an application at the L abour
Board, aleging that OPSEU
violated essentia service
agreements.

WE Il reportinmoredetail in
tomorrow’sedition.

Please shareyour storiesand
successes. Email themto
kfitzrandolph@opseu.org. Giveher
anemail contact for your local who
can print apdf of each edition that
you cancirculateonthelines.

Messages
of support

More power to you

“Congratulationstoal of you.
You took theright stand. We'reall
inthesameboat. It'sared struggle
for dl of usin public services. More
power toyou!” —David Adair, a
CUPE member in Peel

Electrifying

“Having Leahvist usbordered
onéelectrifying. It wasgredt.
Wonderful camaraderieand
nobody iscrossing.” —Paul
FitzGerald at the Science Centre
(Local 549)

PEI solidarity

“Please convey to your members
thesolidarity of our Union and what
ever isrequired for you and your
membersto be successful.” —
Sandy MacKay, President, Prince
Edward Island Union of Public
Sector Employees

Teachers' support
“We support your cal for a
reinvestment in public servicesand
thecommitted women and men
acrossthe provincewho provide
them... Itistimefor thisgovernment
to put the needs of thisprovince
ahead of ideol ogy, ahead of tax cuts
and ahead of the blind angst of
privatization.” —Ear| Manners,
President, Ontario Secondary
School Teachers Federation

Check the web: www.opseu.ordg has the latest on everything.



