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J u ly 28 , 20 1 0

Genevieve des RMe res , Ambassado r of Canada in Co lomb ia

Canad ian Embassy ,
Bogota ,
Co lomb ia

Dear Ambassador Des R iv ie res

On beha lf of the 1 30 ,000 membe rs of my un ion , the Onta r io Pub l ic Se rvice Emp loyees Un ion
(OPSEU ) , I am writ i ng to you about an u rgent matte r of g reat conce rn .

Last Wednesday , J u ly 2 1 , 20 1 0 , the window of th e off ice of the human rights organ izat ion , J ust i ce
and L ife (J ust i c ia y V ida) i n Bogota was h it by a bu l let bu t fo rtu nate ly no-one was hurt . Th en , on
the morn ing of Ju ly 23 , Li l i a So lano rece ived a th reaten in g te lephone ca l l i n wh ich the ca l le r
d escribed her da i l y act iv it i es and the p laces she f requented and accused her of be ing a terrorist
and t ra i to r to h er count ry a nd th reatened that she wou ld be ki l l ed .

I n August , 2009 , my un ion sent a s ix membe r team to Co lomb ia to see f i rsthand what the human
rights s i tuation was l i ke . Wh i le in Bogota , they met with Ms . Li l i a So lano and reported on the
wonde rfu l work that she and Justic ia y Vida a re doing rega rd in g human rig hts i n Co lomb ia . We
met wi th the Mothe rs of Soacha and othe r s im i la r organ izations and we re ext reme ly moved by the
p resentations .

I t is c lear to us that unde r th e cu rre nt gove rnment the re is no secu rity for human rig h ts defenders
or fo r those who exerc ise the i r cons tit u t i ona l r igh ts to crit i c ize and d isse nt f rom the po l ic ies of the
gove rnment . Ms . So lano is we l l known and loved by ou r un ion and h igh ly respected in Canada
because of the time she has spent h e re and the exce l le nt work she continues to do in Co lomb ia .

I am reques t ing that the Canad ian gove rnment leve rage i ts c lose re lat ionsh ip with Co lomb ia and
enact the p rom ises made du ring the debate over th e Canada Colomb ia Free Trade Ag reement
and ca l l fo r an immed iate , impa rt ia l and thorough investigat ion to f i nd the pe rpetrators and bring
th em to just i ce . I am a lso requesting that you press the Co lomb ian gove rnment to immed iate ly
act i vate effective protection measu res ag reed to by L i t i a and her col leagues .

P lease write to le t me know what steps have been take n on th is matte r as soon as i t has been
app roved .

S i nce r

has

CC .

CC .

CC .

H is Exce l lency Ja ime G i ron Duarte , Ambassado r fo r Colomb ia
J ust i c ia y V ida
OPSEU Colomb ian de legat ion
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Dr . Gu i l l e rmo Mendoza D iago
Fisca l Gene ra l de la Nac i6n (e)
D iagona l 22B (Av . Lu is Carlos Ga lAn No . 52-01 )
B loc C , P iso 4

BogotA , Co lomb ia

Dear Atto rney Gene ra l ,

I am writ i n g to you on beha lf of the 1 30 , 000 membe rs of ou r un ion , the Ontario Pub l i c Se rvice
Employees' Un ion (OPSEU ) regard ing an urgent matte r of great impo rtance .

Th is matte r i s concern ing recent th reats aga i nst the l i fe of a human rig h ts defender , Li l i a So lano ,
d i rector of Justicia y Vida, th reats wh ich took p lace i n Bogota just a few days ago . From what we
have hea rd , she rece ived a th reaten ing phone ca l l on J u ly 23 and as we l l , on Ju ly 2 1 shots we re
f i red i nto he r off i ce endange ri ng not just her l ife but that of he r co l leagues as we l t .

I n August , 2009 , I recommended that s ix representatives of OPSEU go to Co lomb ia to invest iga te
the human rig h ts and labou r r igh ts s i tuat ion in your count ry . Ou r u n ion de legation met with Ms .
So lano and we were ext reme ly impressed wi th the work that she is do ing as part of Justicia y Vida .
I n fact , she has commended great respect he re in Canada among un ions and c iv i l soc iety
organ izat ions for h e r work i n defend ing human rights ove r the years .

We f ind what has happened to he r tota l l y abhorren t and wou ld ask that you in it i ate an immed iate ,
i mpart ia l and tho rough investigation to f i nd the perpet rators and bri ng them to j ustice .

I am a lso request i ng that you r gove rnment immed iate ly act i vate effect i ve protect ion measu res in
commun icat ion wi th Ms . So lano and her co l l eagues .

P lease respond as soon as poss ib le to let me know what steps have been taken so that I can re port
to ou r members that action is be in g taken to protect Ms . So lano and he r co l leagues .

oCere ly
P res ident , OPSEU

CC .

CO .

CC ,

H is Exce l lency Ja ime G i ron Dua rte , Ambassador fo r Co lomb ia
J us t i c ia y V ida
OPSEU Co lomb ian de legation

/bw
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James Lambert , D i rector General
Lat i n America and Caribbean Bureau

DFAtT

Ottawa , ON

Dear M r . Lambert ,

On behalf of the 1 30 ,000 members of my un ion , the Ontar io Publ i c Se rv ice Employees Un ion (OPSEU) , I am
writ i ng to you about an u rgen t matte r of g reat conce rn .

Last Wednesday , J u l y 2 1 , 20 1 0 , the window of the off i ce of the human r i ghts o rgan i zat i on , Just i ce and Life
(Just ic ia y Vida) i n Bogota was h i t by a bu l l et but fo rtunate ly no-one was h u rt , Then , on the morn i ng of July
23 , L i l i a Solano received a th reaten i ng telephone cal l i n wh ich the cal l e r descr i bed her dai l y act iv i l i es and the
p laces she f requented and accused her of be ing a te rror i st and t rai to r to he r coun t ry and th reatened that she
would be ki l l ed .

i n August , 2009, my un ion sen t a si x member team to Co lomb ia to see f i rst hand what the human ri ghts
si t uat i on was l i ke. Whi l e i n Bogota, they met with Ms . Li l ia Solano and reported on the wonderfu l work that
she and Just i c ia y Vida a re doing regard i ng h uman ri ghts i n Colomb ia . We met wit h t he Mothers of Soacha
and othe r sim i l a r organ i zat i ons and were ex treme ly moved by the p resen tat ions .

I t i s c l ear to us that unde r t he cu rrent gove rnment the re i s no secu r i ty fo r human rights defenders o r fo r those
who exerc i se the i r const i t ut i onal ri gh ts to c ri t ic i ze and d i ssent f rom the pol i c i es of the gove rnmen t . Ms.
Solano i s we l l known and loved by ou r union and h igh ly respected in Canada because of t he t ime she has
spen t he re and the exce l l ent work she conti nues to do i n Co lomb ia .

I am request i ng that the Canad ian gove rnment l everage its close relat i onsh ip wi th Colombia and enact t he
p rom ises made du ri ng the debate over the Canada Colombia Free Trade Agreement and cal l f o r an
immed iate , impart i a l and tho rough invest i gat i on to f i nd the pe rpetrato rs and bri ng them to just ice . I am al so
request i ng that you p ress the Colomb ian gove rnment to immediate ly act ivate effect ive p rotect i on measu res
agreed to by Li l i a and he r col l eagues .

Please write to let me know what steps have been taken on th i s matte r as soon as i t has been approved .

S in (

P residen t OPSEU

CC ,

CC .

CC .

H i s Exce l l ency Ja ime G i ron Duarte , Ambassador fo r Co lomb ia
Just i c i a y Vida
OPSEU Colombian De legat ion

/bw
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Hon . Pete r Kent

M i n i s te r of Fore ign Affa i rs (Lat i n Ame rica )
t 1 0 J ust ice Bu i ld ing
Ottawa ON K1 A 0A6

Dear M in i s te r Kent ,

On beha lf of the 1 30 , 000 membe rs of my un ion , the Ontario Pub l i c Se rv ice Emp loyees Un ion
(OPSEU ) , I am writ i ng to you about an u rgent matte r of g reat conce rn .

Last Wednesday , Ju ly 2 1 , 20 1 0 , the window of the off ice of the h uman rig hts organ izat ion , J ust i ce
and Life (Just icia y V ida) in Bogota was h i t by a bu l l et bu t fortunate ly no -one was hu rt . Then , on the
morn ing of J u ly 23 , L i l i a So lano rece ived a th reaten ing te lephone ca l l i n wh ich th e ca l l e r described
he r da i l y activit i es and the p laces she f requented and accused her of be i ng a te r ro r i st and t ra i to r to
h e r count ry and th reatened that she wou ld be ki l l ed .

I n August , 2009 , my un ion sent a of s ix membe r team to Co lomb ia to see f i rsthand what the h uman
righ ts s i tuation was l i ke . Wh i le in Bogota , they met wi th Ms . Li l i a So lano and reported on th e
wonde rfu l work that she and Just ic ia y V ida are doing regard i n g human rig hts in Co lomb ia . We met
wi th the Mothe rs of Soacha and othe r s im i la r organ izat ions and we re ext reme ly moved by the
p resentat ions .

I t is c lea r to us that unde r the cu rrent government the re is no secu ri ty fo r h uman rights defenders o r
fo r those who exe rc ise th e i r consti tut iona l rig hts to crit i c i ze and d issent f rom the po l i c i es of the
gove rnment . Ms . So lano is we l l known and loved by ou r un ion and h igh ly respected in Canada
because of the t ime she has spent here and the exce l l ent work she cont inues to do in Co lomb ia .

I am req ues t i ng that the Canad ian government leve rage i ts c lose re lationsh ip wi th Colomb ia a nd
enact the prom ises made du ri ng the debate ove r th e Canada Co lomb ia Free Trade Agreement and
ca l l fo r a n immed iate , impartia l and thorough invest igat ion to f i nd the perpet rators and b ri ng them to
justice . I am a lso requesting that you p ress the Colomb ian government to immed iate ly act i vate
effect i ve p rotect ion measu res ag reed to by Li l ia and he r co l leagues .

P lease wri te to let me know what s teps have been taken on th is matte r as soon as i t has been
approved .

S i n

War ren (Smokey) lomas , P res ident OPSEU

cc . H i s Exce l lency Ja ime G i ron Duarte , Ambassador fo r Colomb ia
cc . J ust i c ia y V ida
cc . OPSEU Co lomb ian de legat ion
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Toronto, Ontario
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Se nior P res ide n te , lvaro U ri be V6 1ez

P res ide n te de laRepQb l i ca
Pa lac io de Nari5o , Car re ra 8 No . 7 -26

BogotA , Co lomb ia

Dea r P res iden t U rib e ,

I am wri t i n g to you on beha lf of th e 1 30 ,000 membe rs of ou r un ion , the Ontario P ub l i c S e rvice
Emp loyees' Un i on (O PSEU) rega rd i ng an u rgent matte r of g reat importance .

Th is matte r i s conce rn ing recent th rea ts against the l i fe of a human rights defende r , Li l i a Solano ,
d i rector of Justicia y Vida, th reats wh ich took p lace in Bogota just a few days ago . From what we
have hea rd , she rece ived a th reaten ing phone ca l l on J u ly 23 and as we l t , on Ju ly 2 1 shots we re
f i red i nto he r off i ce e ndange ri ng not just h e r l i fe but that of her co l leagues as we l l .

I n A ugus t , 2009 , I recommended that s ix representat ives of OPSEU go to Co lomb ia to investigate
the human rights an d labou r r i g h ts s ituat ion in your count ry . Ou r u n ion de legation met wi th Ms .
So lano and we we re ext reme ly imp ressed with the work that she is do ing as part of Justicia y
Vida . I n fact , s he has commended great respect he re in Canada among un ions and c ivi l soc iety
o rgan izat ions fo r he r wo rk i n defend in g human righ ts over the years .

We find what has happened to her tota l l y abho r rent and wou ld ask you r gove rnment to i n i t ia te an
immed iate , i mpa rt ia l and tho ro ugh investigat ion to f ind the perpet rators and b ring them to just i ce .

I am a lso request i n g that you r government immed iate ly act i vate effect ive protect ion measu res in
commun icat ion wi th Ms . Solano and he r co l leag ues .

P lease respond as soon as poss ib le to le t me know what steps have been ta ken so that I can
repo rt to ou r membe rs th at act ion is be ing taken to p rotect Ms . Solano and he r co l l eagues .

YO L

Warren

P res ide n t , OPSEU

/bw

c . c . H is Exce l lency Ja ime G i ron Duarte , Ambassador fo r Colomb ia
c . c . J ust i c ia y V id a
c . c . OPSEU Co lomb ian de legat ion
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