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Companies pick up where public 
health system once served, group says 
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A decision to privatize the Kincardine hospital's physiotherapy department should be of concern to all Ontarians 
because similar moves are being made across the province, says a public health-care advocacy group spokesman.  

Ross Sutherland of the Ontario Health Coalition said the South Bruce Grey Health Centre's move to contract out 
physiotherapy services provided by the hospital to a private, for-profit company is a reflection of a "very troubling" 
situation unfolding across Ontario.  

"What's happening is sort of a death by a thousand cuts. They drop a physiotherapy service here, they drop a 
prosthetics program there, they take away a little bit of ophthalmology. They just keep taking bits and pieces out (of the 
public system)," Sutherland said in an interview Tuesday. "There is an increasing encroachment on the public system 
which affects access."  

The Kincardine hospital, one of four under the South Bruce Grey corporation's umbrella, currently treats in-patients and
out-patients in its physiotherapy department with the cost absorbed in its budget. Physiotherapy is covered by OHIP for 

those under 20 or over 64 or for anyone requiring it after being released from hospital, but only if the person is treated 
at one of 80 OHIP-insured clinics in Ontario.  

PT Health, the company taking over the Kincardine hospital's physio services, will not operate an OHIP-insured clinic, 
so all out-patient appointments will be billed to the patient. The South Bruce Grey Health Centre will still foot the bill for 
patients staying at the Kincardine hospital.  

Opposition is mounting against the hospital corporation's decision, as the community rallies to stop it.  

An information picket is scheduled for Thursday morning and an online petition has been launched, calling on the 
health centre to reverse the decision.  

Doctors, union officials, health-care activists and residents are speaking out, saying the move creates a two-tier system 
that discriminates against people without medical benefits or the means to pay for the service.  

"If you happen to be a physiotherapy patient in Kincardine, you don't really have equal access to health care now 
because you have to pay for something or drive to Chesley or Walkerton to receive it for free, which puts them in an 
unusual and discriminatory situation," said David Cox, an Ontario Public Service Employees Union spokesman.  

Hospital corporation chief executive officer Paul Davies said the decision to contract PT Health was "made strictly on 
dollars and cents" to balance the budget.  

While he is unsure exactly how much it will save the hospital, he said additional money will be made through rent fees. 
Savings will be created through a cut in staff and supply costs. The physio clinic employs a therapist, who will be 
moved to another South Bruce Grey hospital, and an assistant.  

Davies has also said the move ensures a physiotherapist is always available at the hospital. 
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He has confirmed there is a chance a private company will be contracted to provide physio services at the corporation's 
Chesley and Walkerton hospitals in the future. The total physiotherapy budget across the four hospitals is about
$640,000, he said.  

Jill McIllwraith, a local OPSEU representative and acting chairwoman of the union's health-care division, said 
contracting out physiotherapy puts the "essential service" out of the financial reach of some people.  

"If Paul Davies is trying to save his budget then he is doing it on the backs of the community," she said.  

Arla Dahmer, a Kincardine resident, is helping to organize Thursday's information picket, which is set to begin at 8:30 a. 
m. outside the hospital. She said she hopes hundreds of people will show up.  

Dahmer said the community is outraged and fear more services will soon go into private hands.  

"They're disappointed that they had no input into something as major as this," she said.  

Petitions against the move are available at businesses throughout Kincardine and online at 
www.ipetitions.com/petition/khkeepitpublic.A Facebook group has even been started. "Keep Kincardine Hospital 
Physiotherapy Private!" has attracted 42 people in the past few days.  

Kincardine doctors Lisa Roth and Gary Gurbin plan to speak to the hospital corporation's board on Thursday, hoping to 
have the decision reversed. 
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Physiotherapy Oakville
Be in Motion Physiotherapy Physio, Massage, ART and Laser  
www.beinmotion.ca

Physiotherapy Associates
Get Info on Programs and Degs to become a Physical Therapist  
GuideToHealthcareSchools.com

Physiotherapy
Free Home Visits! Physiotherapy, Occupational & Sports 
Therapy.  
www.atherapyhouse.yp.ca

Physical Therapist School
Complete college directory of US Physical Therapy training 
programs  
AllAlliedHealthSchools.com
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