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A Victory for the Union

College des Grands Lacs to stay open

OPSEU hasachieved thefirst step of
keeping College des Grands L acs open—for
now. Lawyersfor the Union and the College have
reached acourt-ordered facilitated agreement,
whichwill alow the Collegeto stay openfor all
first and second year students. OPSEU brought
amotion before the Ontario Superior Court of
Justicelast week to block the closing of Toronto’s
only French-language college.

“Thisisanother victory for OPSEU, for the
studentsand for thefrancophone communities of
southern Ontario,” said OPSEU President Leah
Casselman. OPSEU representsthe academic and
support staff of the college. “ It givesall of us
moretimeto think about what'sbest for the staff,
for the students, and for the community.”

“Remember, thiscollegewas closed down
inanillega processthat did not involvethe
community at large, the students, or theunion. It
wasall done behind closed doorsinthe most
undemocratic way imaginable,” sheadded
Union memberswerejoinedin court by students,
representatives of thefrancophone community of
Toronto, ACFO (I' Association canadienne
francaisedel’ Ontario) and NDPMPP Gilles
Bisson, who have supported the bid to keep the
collegeopen. Theclosing of the Collegewasfirst
announced three weeks ago.

The Court ruled that the college must stay
open pending further hearingson theinjunction.
Studentswho have accepted offersto study
elsawheremay return to the Collegewith no
penalty. Classes must resume and OPSEU says

OSAP money must now berel eased to students
so they can continue. Hearingsare scheduled for
Nov. 15. and Nov. 26.

JulieGigliotti, President of OPSEU Loca
272 representing the college staff, said
negotiationstook morethan three hours.” We
need continued support from the francophone
community, from ACFO and from opposition
M PPsto keepthe collegegoing,” Gigliotti said.
“I’mconfident wecandoit.”

MTO Driver Service
Privatization Bill
receives Third Reading

Now we'll have to worry about driver
records being made available to the wrong
people and about who might be doing driver
examinations.

Bill 65 passed athird reading vote Oct. 24
by acount of 47-36, with all opposition
members voting against. The Bill hasyet to
receive Royal Assent, timing of whichisat the
government’sdiscretion.

This happened despite OPSEU’s
concerted efforts and work with the NDP and
the Liberalsin the Legislature.

“The government has proved once again
itisnot listening to the public, the opposition, or
to the workers who understand how this
service is delivered,” said OPSEU President
Leah Casselman.
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