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Restore tax levels to rebuild public

services: Casselman

Ontario’ sLibera government shouldrestore
taxesto“civilizedlevels’ if that’ swhat it takesto
rebuild the province' sshattered public services,
OPSEU president Leah Casselmantolda
government committeehearinginLondon yesterday.

“Ontario hasarevenueproblem, notan
expense problem,” Leah Casselmantold the
Standing Committee on Finance and Economic
Affairs.“I1f wehavetorestoretax levelstorebuild
our public services, thenweshould doit.

“Itisidiotictodeepenthepublicservicecrisis
whentheproblemliesontherevenueside.”

Government revenuesfor 2003-04 are
forecast to be $13.3 billion lower than they would
havebeenif theHarris-Evestax cutshad not been
implemented, Cassalman noted. Thegovernment
hasmany optionsfor raising revenuesinadditionto
restoringtax levels, shesaid, such as.

collecting unpaid corporatetaxesand
closing corporate tax loopholes;

hiring moretax auditors;

reducing theuseof high-priced consultants
inthe Ontario Public Service,

reducing staff caseloadsat the Family
Responsihility Officeto help get more
familiesoff welfare;

improving accountability at provincidly-
funded transfer payment agencies,
abolishing the Ontario Innovation Trust, a
$500-million dush fund created by former
FinanceMinister Jm Flaherty; and

ending exemptionsto the Employer Hedlth
Tax.

“By adopting thesemeasures, the Liberas
could certainly hold any tax increaseto afew per
cent,” Casselmansaid. “Most Ontarianswouldn't
even noticethe change.

“Chopping public servicesissmply not an
option,” shesaid. “ Onething weknow about the
Toriesisthis: if they didn’t cutit, it couldn’t becut.”

Toread thefull text of Casselman’ sremarks
today, visit the OPSEU web siteat http://
www.opseu.org/news/AxFax98/remarks.PDF.

Casselman urged OPSEU membersto get the
union’ smessageout by any meanspossible.

“Tdk toyour friendsand family, writeletters
totheeditor, call into radio phone-in shows,” she
advised. “If you arein the Ontario Public Service,
get your ideasintothegovernment’s‘ Ideas
campaign. If theLiberds ‘citizens juries cometo
your town, figure out how to participate.”

Board member sto coor dinatelobby

The OPSEU Executive Board hasauthorized
acampaigntolobby al 79 Liberal and NDP M PPs
inFebruary, whilethe government ismaking plans
for next year’ sbudget.

“Public servicesdepend on government
revenues,” Casselmansaid. “If thegovernment
doesn’t take action to rebuild revenues, they won't
berebuilding public servicesany time soon, and for
OPSEU members, thesituation at thebargaining
tablewon’t improve. We have had too many years
whereemployersthought that zero, zero and zero
wasareasonablewageoffer. That hastoend, and
wehavetolobby toendit.”

Contact your regional Board membersto get
pluggedintothelobby campaign.

Authorized for distribution by Leah Casselman, president.
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