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OPSEU message on taxes hits home

Isittimeto restoretaxesin Ontario to rebuild
public services?

Moreand more Ontariansare saying “yes’ since
OPSEU put theissue on the agendalast month.

Tax tak wasdefinitely out in the open at the
Ontario Libera generd meetingin Windsor this
weekend. During thefirst plenary session, one
Liberal challenged the Premier infront of 800
delegates, asking why the party wasn't talking about
restoring taxes. In breakout discussions, grassroots
Liberalswereasking, “Why not thetax option?’

Executive Board Members Gino Francheand
Evelyn Anger joined Local 143 presdent Marisa
Forsythand LegidativeLiaison Tim Littleto get the
OPSEU messageout. They put OPSEU literaturein
the hands of every delegate over theweekend.

Toronto Star on board

Canada slargest newspaper has endorsed
OPSEU’ spositionontaxesinthreeeditorialsinthe
last ninedays. “It’ sarevenueproblem,” the Toronto
Star saidtoday. Editorialslast week noted that Tory
tax cutsaccounted for “theentirefiscal mess
[Premier McGuinty] findshimselfin.... Tomake
Ontario abetter placetoliverequiresthat everyone
make acontribution, not just thosewho areonthe
public payrall.”

OPSEU president L eah Casselman agreed. “We
arewillingtopay our fair sharetorebuild public
services, but we'll doit on our tax bills, not at the
bargainingtable,” shesaid.

Casselman madethe casefor restoring taxesin
an opinion piece published inthe Sar last Tuesday.
Read it at http://www.opseu.org/rebuild/
torstarfeb17.htm.

The Star sells460,000 copiesaday.

“Peoplein London wer e pretty damn vocal”

Perhapsthe best endorsement yet of OPSEU’ s
position camefrom participantsat a“town hall”
meeting in London on Wednesday night, Feb. 18.

Thetown hal mesetingsthegovernment has
organized totalk about the budget aren’ t supposed
to discussrestoring taxes, but participantsin London
didn’t care.

“Peoplein London were pretty damnvocal,”
said Lynne Easter-Froats, president of OPSEU
Local 116 at the Children’ sAid Society of London
and Middlesex. “Wetalked about theneed toraise
taxes, particularly asit related to rebuilding public
services. That wasthe general consensus.”

Teachers, nurses, and even bankerswereon
sidewithrestoring taxes, shesaid. One passionate
speaker said that “it costsmore money to maintain
poverty thanit doesto eiminateit. Wedon't havea
deficit crigsinthisprovince, wehaveasocia crisis.”

Easter-Froats, Local 102 president Jayne
McKenzie, and Local 101 president Ann Tavares
handed out the OPSEU ledflet, “ Basicarithmetic,”
whichwaspraised asa“fabulous’ resourceand was
onevery table.

AlsoinattendancewerethreeLiberal MPPs:
ChrisBentley, from London West; Deb Matthews,
from London North Centre; and Laurel Broten,
from Etobicoke-L akeshore.

Bentley, theMinister of Labour, Sitsat the
Cabinet table. BrotenisParliamentary Assstant to
Premier Dalton McGuinty. Matthewswas e ected
president of theLiberal party at the Windsor meeting
thisweekend. OPSEU’ smessageisdefinitely getting
around.
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Moretown hallsto come

The government plansfivemoretown hal
meetingsin the days ahead: in Etobicoke Feb. 24, in
Hamilton Feb. 25, in Kitchener-Waterloo March 2,
in Strathroy March 4, andin Ottawaon adateto be
decided. You are supposed to register beforehand.
Phone 1-866-608-4824 to do so.

SomeLibera MPPsmay also beholding
consultationsof their own. Call your MPP soffice
tofind out.

For moreinformation on other consultations,
vigt http:/Amww.townhallontario.gov.on.ca

Fill out thesurvey online

If you can’t makeit to oneof thetown hall
meetings, you canfill out thesurvey online. Goto
http:/Aww.townhallontario.gov.on.calenglisy/
survey.asp. Fed freeto givetheanswersyou want —
evenif thesurvey asksthewrong questions.

Get involved —and get active!

Thenext provincia budget will not betabled for
another six to eight weeks. Thereisstill plenty of
timefor OPSEU memberstoinfluencethe
government’ scourse. Usethe OPSEU web site at
WwWW.0opseu.org to send amessageto your MPPor
aletter totheeditor of your local newspaper. Just
click onthebig red button that says, “ Rebuild our
Public Services—Jointhe Campaign.”

Tofind out how you can do moreto promote
OPSEU’ smessage, contact the OPSEU Executive
Board campaign coordinator for your region.
Contact informationislisted at http:/
www.opseu.org/rebuild/coordinators.htm.
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