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Fighting HIV/AIDS and 
Poverty



HIV/AIDS in South Africa
New statistics released on May 4 th 2008 by the 

Development Bank of South Africa state that:

• 7,6 million South Africans are HIV-positive;

• more than 27 percent of men and women aged between 20 and 64 
are HIV positive;

• more than 92 000 babies have been infected, either perinatally or 
through mother's milk, in the past year

• the total number of Aids sick by mid-2007 was 1 287  844

• nearly 722 000 people have died of Aids-related dis eases in the 
past year, bringing the total number of such deaths  since 2003 to 
more than 3,7 million

• in 2003, the accumulated total Aids-related deaths stood at just 
under 1 million

• 1,2 million of the country's 1,49 million orphans h ave lost their 
parents to Aids and this number is expected to incr ease by more 
than 336 000 this year alone.



Umdoni & Vulamehlo:  Typical landscape

Population170.000. No infrastructure. 70% unemployment. 
Virtually no health care access until UVHAA began work. (2004) 

40% living with HIV, of which 10% living with full blown AIDS.
One of the worst HIV/AIDS statistics worldwide. 



Huts scattered across the hillsides
Local taxis are the only form of transport. They are too expensive for the impoverished.
Our Home Based Care program enables the sick to access AntiRetroviral Treatment. 

80% of patients make a good recovery and can live for many years on ARV treatment.



Home Based Care vehicles
Home Based Care program delivers health care services to those living with AIDS.
Over 700 clients enrolled since 2004. Currently 3 vehicles. 10 ultimately required.



OPSEU President Smokey Thomas with UVHAA staff
Thanks to a mutual connection with the Stephen Lewis Foundation,

the OPSEU visit to South Africa aimed to increase International Solidarity work at OPSEU 
and concluded with an invitation for Tom Potter to address the OPSEU convention.



Area Coordinators:
Employed by UVHAA to coordinate delivery of Home Based Care

Each are supported by Community Care Workers (CCW’s) who are presently unpaid.
120 CCW’s presently assist UVHAA. Over 500 ultimately required.



UVHAA Road to Recovery staff:
This project pays transport fees for 100 impoverished mothers living with AIDS to collect ARV 

medication from the hospital. This will prevent their children from becoming orphaned.
The two staff members pictured live positively with AIDS.



Man to Man Talks
Here are men trained by UVHAA to set up community meetings where they address 
cultural issues which need to change in order to slow the incidence of new infections.

The Man to Man talks discuss gender issues, equality, use of condoms, 
and multiple partner relationships. Long term prevention is the goal.



Children are the Future
UVHAA aim to support over 3000 orphans, numerous Child Headed Families, 

over 70 Child Care Centers, and many grandmothers who care for 
their grandchildren following the death of their own children.



Food Security
AIDS related illness and deaths lead to manpower shortages which reduce crop 

production. Nearly all the population UVHAA serve have food shortages. We plan 
community garden projects and child care centre gardens to assist the population in 
increasing food security. Below is an image of a rare successful community garden. 

We hope to replicate this work.



Child Headed Families

• There are hundreds of cases of Child Headed 
Families in our area

• This means the parents have died, there is no 
adult carer, and the oldest sibling is supporting 
the younger ones 

• These are the most vulnerable children

• OPSEU funding will reach and support hundreds 
of these children this year

• There is no photo. This is intentional.



Child Headed Family Support Project
The project OPSEU are funding will:

• Provide Direct Financial Assistance to up to 500 Or phans, 
Vulnerable Children, and members of Child Headed Fa milies 
in one year

• Provide for their basic needs including food and cl othing, 
school uniforms and school shoes 

• Ensure these children continue to attend school

• Enable these children to access govt grants

• Enable them to access to basic health care services , and also   
TB testing and ARV treatment where necessary

• Provide bereavement counselling support through the  
employment of auxiliary social workers

• Enable access to grants for foster care where possi ble and 
appropriate

• Enable UVHAA to create a database registering all v ulnerable 
children in our area



Children supported by UVHAA



UVHAA administration staff

OPSEU funding will make a dramatic difference to UV HAA
through paying salaries for 4 administration staff

• This will significantly strengthen the Association 
in efficiency, effectiveness and long term 
sustainability

• Empower and develop skills within the local black 
community

• Create an essential skills and knowledge transfer 
from the white to the black population

• Create capacity in UVHAA for further expansion of 
all projects for years to come

• Secure 12 months awareness raising & fundraising 
work, leading to new sources of funding



What can you do today?

• At the OPSEU convention, UVHAA appealed for 
ongoing donations of one dollar per member per 
month 

• We would like any funds from this appeal to benefit  
others

• Please support the appeal, funds raised will go to the 
Live and Let Live Fund and Stephen Lewis Foundation

• If every OPSEU member donated, over 1.5 million 
dollars would be raised



Collective OPSEU Power:

130.000 OPSEU members
X

12 dollars per year
= 

Over 1.5 million dollars
=

Hundreds of lives saved



To take part, please fill out the 
form supplied and return to 

OPSEU central office as 
described.

Thank you.



.

please follow the progress of OPSEU support 
by visiting:

www.uvhaa.com


