OPSEU Convention 2010

/ OPSEU Minutes of the
SEFPO OPSEU Convention 2010

May 6 - 8, 2010
Sheraton Centre Hotel, Toronto

Thursday, May 6, 2010 — Morning Session

Justin Hines, singer/songwriter, led the delegates in the singing of O Canada and opened
the convention with a performance of two of his songs.

President, Warren (Smokey) Thomas, called the Convention to order at 9:19 a.m.

The President welcomed all delegates, alternates, observers and guests to the 35th
Annual Convention, the highest decision-making body of OPSEU.

The Harassment and Discrimination Policy was presented. President Thomas identified
the Advisors and Investigators under the Harassment and Discrimination Policy for
Convention 2010.

Moment of Silence

A Minute of Silence was observed in memory of all those who have passed away since our
last Convention, including the members of our Canadian Armed Forces who have made
the ultimate sacrifice overseas.
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Reverend Dr. Brent Hawkes, was appointed in 2007, as a Member of the Order of
Canada. Reverend Hawkes is the first Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered activist
to be received into the order. He welcomed the delegates to Convention and delivered the

invocation.

Andrea Horwath, Leader of Ontario’s New Democratic Party brings greetings from the
great city of Toronto.

John Cartwright, President of the Toronto and York Region Labour Council was
introduced. John Cartwright welcomed the delegates to Toronto.

President Thomas welcomed UNITE HERE, representing the hotel workers at the
Sheraton Centre. Yosief Ogbasellasie, UNITE HERE, Local 75, addressed the convention
regarding their work at the hotel and thanked OPSEU members for all their support.

The President thanked the sign language interpreters and the translators in advance for
their work throughout the three days. General announcements were made on events and
services available at Convention.

President Thomas introduced the head table:

Bishara Rizek, BDO Dunwoody, Account Manager

Frank DelZotto, BDO Dunwoody, Engagement Partner
Maurice Gabay, Accountant

Patty Rout, First Vice-President/Treasurer

Maria Wysocki, Procedural Advisor

Grant MacGillivray, Constitution and Rules of Order Advisor
Tracy Danbrook, Recording Secretary

Kathryn Kaminski, Backup/Corporate Secretary

Section A - Convention Agenda

Moved: W. Thomas, President Seconded: P. Rout, First Vice-President/Treasurer
» Adoption of the Convention Agenda as printed in Section A.

Amend the Agenda Motion:
Moved: M. Martin, L557 Seconded: P. Musson, Cred. Cttee., L.110
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» THAT lunch time on the agenda be amended to “Demonstration for Democracy denied
for Part-time workers”; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT staff look into finding alternative caucus times and
locations for those sectors who wish to change their noon time meeting today to allow for

their participation.

Vote on Agenda amendment - to add Demo for
Democracy to lunch time CARRIED UNAMINIOUSLY

Vote on Adoption of Agenda as amended CARRIED

Section B — Minutes of Last Convention 2009

Moved: W. Thomas, President Seconded: P. Rout, First Vice-President/Treasurer
»Adoption of the Minutes of Convention 2009 as printed in Section B.

Vote on Adoption of Minutes of Convention 2009 CARRIED

Presidents Address

President (Smokey) Thomas began by urging attendees to “rise up” to meet current
challenges faced by labour. Our purpose is to maintain our strength collectively, locally
and provincially, whether we're first timers or seasoned delegates.

This past year OPSEU weathered the “Perfect Storm” of 2008 and the turmoil is not yet
over.

As we look forward, Thomas stressed the importance of getting together with labour
leaders to set priorities; specifically, increasing pressure to make changes to the latest
provincial budget which he said, “failed miserably on the human side.” The hardest hit was
the child treatment sector: child care, Children’s Aid, and community living. Sadly, in the
past 17 years, children’s mental health care workers have not had an increase to their

base pay.
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A concrete plan, uniting labour to pressure the Liberal government for decent funding to
protect public service wages, to secure pension security, and to procure good jobs for all is
what Thomas is calling for.

Thomas urges us to collectively take direct action, whether through bargaining or on the
picket line, and gain strength by working with community partners. Thomas is hopeful that
OPSEU can make the pendulum swing back to force government funding for provincial
agencies.

“We must up our game to gain access to and employ mainstream media.” Keeping with
the times, Smokey stressed the importance of harnessing and using social media in our
favour. Forming counter-attacks to media distortion of labour issues is a good start.

In his closing remarks, Thomas said, “We are all leaders...there is not a follower in this
room.” He urged us to “Lead. Take up the fight. We must insist that Premier McGuinty
and corporations live up to their agreements and we must expose the budget for what it is.
We must increase the presence of the left and keep the right at bay.”

“Rise up and face challenges head on.”

Credentials Committee Report
The members of the Committee are:

Region 1 - , David Kerr, Local 115

Region 2 - Kathryn Richards, Local 238

Region 3 - Cynthia Hayes-Wright, Local 308
Region 4 - Janet Heyman, Local 443

Region 5 - Anthony Marinucci, Chair, Local 549
Region 6 - Katherina Wipple, Local 614

Region 7 - Owen Smith, Local 731

EBM - Laurie Nancekivell, EBM Region 1
Staff Advisor - Agatha McPhee

Credentials Committee Report

Moved: A. Marinucci, Cred. Ctte.,L..549 Seconded: D. Kerr, Cred. Ctte.,L.115
» Adoption of Credentials Committee Report as of 10:30 a.m.

Delegates 807
Alternates 419












































































































































































