September, 2001

Dear Editor, 

As a parent/guardian of a student currently attending (school name), one of Ontario’s Provincial and Demonstration Schools, I am very concerned about the government’s agenda in promoting a process that will lead to divestment of these schools under a “new governance model.”

There are still many unanswered questions about the “agency model” the government is proposing.  What it really means is that the government is dumping the responsibility and the bill for these schools on parents of disabled children.

If only I was wealthy enough to send my child to a private school, I could qualify for the tax credit this government recently handed out to wealthy parents. Instead, along with other parents of children with special needs, the government is threatening to send me the bill.

Why is the proposal being rushed through?  Who will be running these schools?  What will their qualifications be?  How will funding be guaranteed? What will happen to the qualified and experienced staff that work in these schools and care for our children? 

Frankly, given the Tory government’s track record, we are frightened. If funding levels are reduced parents may be left on the hook. All members of our community should be concerned.

We all know what happens when the Tories privatize public services. The government must live up to its responsibility to properly fund and operate our Provincial and Demonstration Schools.

Sincerely, 

Parent name 

