September, 2001

Hon. Janet Ecker

Minister of Education

Mowat Block

Queen’s Park

M7A 1L2

Dear Minister, 

As a parent/guardian of a student currently attending (school name), one of Ontario’s Provincial and Demonstration Schools, I am very concerned about the government’s agenda in promoting a process that will lead to divestment of these schools under a “new governance model.”

There are still many unanswered questions about the “agency model” the government is proposing.  

Why is the proposal being rushed through?  Who will be running these schools?  What will their qualifications be?  How will funding be guaranteed? What will happen to the qualified and experienced staff that work in these schools and care for our children? 

Frankly, given your government’s track record, we are frightened. If funding levels are reduced parents may be left on the hook.

Do not be misled – this proposal is not supported by the parents. We don’t trust your government’s future funding commitments. We ask you to slow down and consult properly on how services at these schools can be maintained and improved. 

We all know what happens when the Tories privatize public services. We as parents believe the government should live up to its responsibility to properly fund and operate these schools.

Please act accordingly, and hold adequate consultations on how you as a Minister can better serve and be accountable to the students and their parents.

Sincerely, 

Parent name 

Cc: Rosario Marchese, MPP, NDP Education Critic Room 200 North Wing, MLB Queen’s Park, M7A 1A5

Gerard Kennedy, MPP, Liberal Education Critic Room 443, Main Building
Toronto, ON M7A 1A4

