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OPSEU membersrefuse work at eight
DECsduetolack of answerson SARS

Eight Driver Examination Centresin Southern
Ontario have been at astandstill sinceMarch 27
because of massivework refusalsunder the Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Act (OHSA). Driver Exam-
inersat Metro East, Downsview, John Rhodes,
Aurora, Orangeville, Guelph, Kitchener and Oakville
haverefused to work until theemployer provides
them with answersto questions about how to deal
with the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndome (SARS).

Theemployer failed torespond totheunion’s
demandsfor information, procedures and equipment
to protect themin caseswhereaclient may have
comein contact with SARS,

Under Section 43 of theOHSA, individuals
can refuse unsafework and the employer isobliged
to addressthe situation beforework isresumed. If
the partiesare unableto resolvethedispute at the
workplace, they must informtheMinistry of Labour
whowill send an Inspector to investigate. TheMinis-
try of Labour inspector then must determinewhether
or not thework issafeand giveawritten report of
that decisionto theemployer and therefusing
worker.

Staff at the Downsview DEC had eight ques-
tionswhich the employer hasbeen unableto answer.
Theemployer had promised to provideinformation
by noon March 27 but did not. The Metro East DEC
in Scarborough wasthefirst |ocation wherework
refusalstook place, followed by the other locations.
TheMinistry of Labour isnow involved at some of
the DECsbut has not compl eted itsinvestigation nor

made adecision about the safety of thework.

OPSEU isproviding adviceand support toits
membersat these DEC locations, and isposting
SARSupdateson itsweb site at opseu.org.

Pension questions?

Therewill beaspecial sesson Thursday April 3,
5:30-8:30 at the OPSEU Convention, Sheraton
Centre, Conference Room E, about your pension
benefits, rightsand entitlementsduring thetransfer. If
youwould likeasimilar presentationinyour area,
please contact Paul Dunseith (asbelow).

Organizing: Contact OPSEU at 1-800-268-
7376. Organizersfor the DEC campaign are Paul
Dunseith at ext.355, Ed Ogibowski at ext. 362 and
ConnieHuziak at ext. 327.

Your Job Security Officer : JudithMarion,
OPSEU x 370 jmarion@opseu.org

Your Reasonable EffortsCommittee: John
O’Brien, Hm. (807)-628-8066; cell (807)-628-
4364; jobrien2@tbaytel .net; Gail Kreutzkamp

home (519)-742-4017; Stephan Michnowiec,
pager, 416-405-0050
galkreutzkamp@hotmail.com

Your MERC Team: John O’ Brien (asabove),
Serge Val court (705) 472-7900 x 6490, Robert
Houston (519) 372-4045, Peggy Maybury (416)
235-4218. Or contact your Staff Representative or
the steward inyour workplace.
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DEC Notesispublished asaregular updatefor OPSEU staff in Driver Examiner Centres.
For moreinformation see http://www.opseu.or g/campaign/mtooindex.htm onthe OPSEU web site.




