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Rally Report

Wednesday, March 15

Wednesday, over 60 people rallied outside
the constituency office of Jim Bradley. Extra
support came from a Brock professor and
several retired NC faculty. Sherri Rosen
presented our petition, requesting that the
government show leadership in resolving
the current labour dispute, to his constit-
uency assistant. Although Jim Bradley was
not able to attend, he has assured us that
he will personally present our petition to
Minister Bentley.

This event demonstrated the high
morale and great level of energy and
commitment from our striking faculty.
Sherri was pleased with the press
coverage of this display of solidarity. “It
was a chance for us to influence the
process by other means than picketing.”

Thursday, March 16

Misty-eyed, we waved goodbye to a full
bus of enthusiastic faculty on their way
to Queen’s Park for the provincial faculty
rally. As they pulled out of the parking lot,
we could swear we heard them singing:

I’m a Striking College Teacher
(Sung to the tune of
“Pm aYankee Doodle Dandy”)

I'm a striking college teacher

On the pickets day and night

I'm here for quality, because | care
I'm here to put up a fight

I'm a striking college teacher

Ask my students if | care

| care enough to freeze my hiney off
I'm here to stand for what's fair

I'm a striking college teacher
| want negotiations now

Striking teachers went to Queen’s Park
Just to tell Chris Bentley (or McGuinty):
Quality education

Quality education

Quality education NOW!

Friday, March 17

Yes, it's true. Today is Strike Pay Day, meaning
you've all got your own wee little pot o'
gold coming to you. After you finish your
picket shift please join us at the Welland
Soccer Club for a St. Paddy's Day BBQ
(no green burgers though, we promise)
and to receive your pay. Come load up
on some cholesterol to help undo all the
good your walking has done this week!

From the (Bus) Lines

We asked some of our colleagues as they
boarded the bus bound for the Queen’s Park
rally what they plan to say to Dalton McGuinty
or Chris Bentley, given the chance. Here are
their replies:

“Get the talking started now!”
“Dalton who?"

“It's time for you to do your job so we can
do ours.”

“I love my students. | miss my students.
Help us get back into the classroom.”

“We're still right!”

“Do what you said you would do. Get
motivated and put an end to this dispute.
Bargain fairly.”

“There is a simple solution. We need to
sit down at the table and bargain in good
faith.”

“We want quality education today and now.
Help get us back teaching.”

“You've got a chance to be a hero. Bring the
two sides back to the table.”

“I'd kick 'em in the knee. | have a bad knee
and | like to share.”

“Get us back to work!”

Ms Pick-It has a very special treat for all
her readers today: a REAL letter, actually
submitted by someone on the lines!!! Keep
’em coming folks (picketpost@gmail.com)!

Just a few of the thousands of cookies baked by

the Chefs of Niagara's Culinary School.

Dear Ms Pick-It: ﬂ
The waistline worry!

OK; just thought I'd let you know that
those people worried about gaining
weight should no longer worry!

If they are gaining weight it is because
they are gaining MUSCLENN With all this
walking, my muscles in my legs have grown
like crazy...VWe can tell because they ache
so much. Muscle is weight.

SO, of course it has nothing to do with
all the cookies they are eating. Our chefs
made a ton more today and | tried them

mmmmmmmmmm GOOD.
Signed,
The cookie monster

Dear cookie monster:

| hear you about the cookies (Three cheers
for the chefslll) It sounds like you'll be so

fit by the end of the strike that when you
return to the classroom your students won't
be able to keep up with you!

Weather Advice — Monday, March 20
Cloudy periods with a 20% chance of
preciptiation.Winds from the NW at

I'5 km/h. High of 0°C and low of -8°C.

Ms Pick-It advises you
to check the websites for up-dates.

Stay
Connected!

Visit these websites for up-to-
date news releases and local
announcements:

www.opseu.org and

opseu242.741.com
Strike HQ phone:

905.735.2519
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Wednesday’s Rally at MPP Bradley’s office

clockwise from top left : Bruce Harper addresses the 60+ picketers who
gathered front of Jim Bradley's office in St Catharines on Wednesday dfter-
noon, picketers march in front of the office. Local OPSEU president Sherri
Rosen addresses the gathered throng.

Rally Recap: Thursday, March 16

Over 5000 facutty from 24 colleges arrived in buses to press our
need for government leadership to get students and faculty back
into the classroom. This was apparently the largest gathering of
educators ever in Ontario. The message got through: the minister
responsible for post secondary education, Chris Bentley, has
called the two sides to meet with him on Friday morning to jump
start talks. This is a good first step and we all expect further good
news announcements over the next few days. Keep checking your
email and our website. If you are not receiving emails from us,
please send a message to roy.blake@cogeco.ca.

clockwise from left:
Niagara picket-

ers show off their
ability to spell at the
Queen’s Park rally,
Carolyn Ambrose and
Tom Fraser , Welland
MPP Peter Kormos
addresses the crowd,
OPSEU negotiator Ted
Montgomery speaks
to the protestors,




