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Layoff news:
cutbacks threaten
care

* VON inHamilton haslaid off 30 per cent of their
Visiting Nursesdueto CCAC cut backs.

» TheVistingHomeMakersAssociationin Hamil-
ton went bankrupt forcing more than 500 workers out
of ajob. They represented 58 per cent of the home
support for Hamilton CCAC.

* RehabExpressinElgin St. Thomashaslaid off a
Socia Worker.

* Renfrew County CCAC closed an officein
Barry’sBay andlaid off thefour staff who worked
there (three case managers, oneclerical)

* Providence Continuing Carein Kingston who
havethe divested CCAC therapistshavejust
announced that they will not be bidding on the new
RFP. All staff havereceived layoff noticesand will have
to apply for jobswith the new agency. If you have
layoff news pleasee-mail Sueat: skmecsh@renfrew.net

Did you know?

OPSEU isafounding member of theHealth
Professionals Secretariat. Thisisanationa group of
unionsrepresenting health professonas.

Itisbeing run under theumbrellaof NUPGE
(National Union of Public and Governmenta Employ-
ees) of which OPSEU isamember.

You saw it here first: The Community
Health Care Professionals Division
new logo (above).

Thegroup haditsfirst meeting in Ottawain
November 2002. They will work to raisethe profile of
Hedlth Professionals. They will also study issuessuchas
regulatory collegesand public palicy.

OPSEU isrepresented by:

e ChrisMadill, Lab Technologist, Executive Board
Member,

e Patty Rout, Lab Technologist, Chair, Hospital
ProfessonasDivison,

e SueMcSheffrey, Physiotherapist, Chair,
Hedth CareDivisona Council.

OPSEU aso representsitsmemberswho aredealing

with complaintsat theregulatory colleges.

If you are called to appear, contact Mary Ann Kuntz
at theDownsview officeimmediately for adviceat 1-
888-412-2297 x226.

Collective
Agreement news

Weareintheprocessof putting together asalary
database and collective agreementsfor al thebargain-
Ing unitsinour sector.

All inquiriesabout collective agreementscangoto
executivemember Sue Blakeley,
shlakeley@sympatico.ca

(see over)

To find out more about the Division go to www.opseu.org and follow the links through BPS to Community Health Professionals




OPSEU challenges
CCAC pension
transfer in court

At thebeginning of therevolution, (the one misnamed
“Common Sense”), CCACswere created out of the
old homecare program. Many employeeshad pen-
sonswith OMERS, theVVON plan, or the Family
Service Association plan. Thegovernment determined
that HOOPPwasthe preferred pension plan for em-
ployeestransferring tothe CCACs.

In 1996 and after, it promised that the transfer of
pensionsto HOOPPwould not disadvantage CCAC
staff. Since HOOPP isadifferent plan, atop-upis
needed in order to keep employees pensionswhole.

WEell, dong with alot of other promises, that wasa
whopper! InMarch 2002, the Ministry said thegovern-
ment was not going to provide an upgradeto employee
pensions.

L egal action

OPSEU isinvestigating multiple gpproachestothe
problemand currently engaginginlegd action againgt
the government over itsbroken promises.

OPSEU hascollected information from members—
thanksto all the CCAC’swho responded to our re-
guest —and has:

» Employed an actuary to anayzetheimpact.

* Filed astatement of claiminthe courtson our
behalf; suing thegovernment for our losses.

Thefirst dateintheactionisMarch 4. Thismediation
isafirst step.

Therepresentative employeeis Sue McSheffrey, a
physiotherapist with the CCACin Renfrew County and
Vice Chair of the Community Health Care Professionals
Divigon.

For mor einfor mation contact: Ruth Hamilton at
Head Office 1-800-268-7376 or rhamilton@opseu.org

What’s up next?

Regiona eectionsarejust around the corner. Each
region electsthreemembers.

Theregiond dectionsarefollowed by Conventionin
April. We have some events planned for Convention.
Check inwith usat the Health Sector table.

Dates to note:

April 3-52003
OPSEU Convention

April 28

RPN Forum

e-mail Tracy Morefor moreinfo:
tmore@opseu.org

June 6-8 2003
BPSConference
Theexecutiveispreparing funfilled andinformative
sessions, specifically for community hedlth
professonals.
Delegatesarefunded by OPSEU head office.
Alternatesand Observersarefunded by the Local.

Key Contacts

Key contacts
LoisBoggs, Chair
cell (905)-317-6678
boggs@netcom.ca

SueMcSheffrey, Vice Chair
skmesh@renfrew.net

Ruth Hamilton, Sector Negotiator
1-800-268-7376 x311
rhamilton@opseu.org

Authorizedfor distributon:
Lk L

Leah Casselman, President




